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and Hiftorical Account of all the Peers of England, 
now exifting, either ‘by Tenure, Summons, or Creati- 
on :, Their Defcents and Collateral Lines: Their Births, 
Marriages, and Iffues : Famous A&tions both in War and 
Peace: Religious and charitable Donations: Deaths, 
Places of Burial, Monuments, Epitaphs: And many 
valuable Memoirs never before printed. . Alfo their Pa- 
ternal Coats of Arms, Crefts and Supporters curioufly 
engraven on Copper Plates. Collected from Records, 
old Wills, authentick Manufcripts, our moft appreved 
Hiftorians, and other Authorities. By Arthur Collins, 
Etq; In 4 Vols. Sto. ae 


2. Philofophical Experiments and Obfervations of the 
late eminent Dr. Robert Hooke, §. R.S. and Geom. Prof. 
Grejfb, and other eminent Virtuofo’s in his Time. 
With Copper Plates. Publifh’d by W. Derbam, F. R. &. 


3. Curfus Medicing: Or, A compleat Theory of Phy- 
fick: In five Parts. 1. The whole Dofrine of the Ani- 
mal OEconomy. 2. .The Nature, Difference, Caufes, 
and Symptoms of Difeafes. 3. The Diagnofticks and 
Prognofticks of Diftempers. 4. The Method of prevent- 
ing Difeafes. 5. The’Art of Healing; or the manner of 
applying Remedies to-particular Cafes. With a Preli- 
minary Difcourfe ofthe. Rife, Progrefs, Succefs;-Na- 
ture and Principles of Medicine. The whole contain- 
ing all the Difcoveries and Improvements, whether An- 
cient or Modern, relating to this Subje&. Done, prin- 
cipally, from thofe admirable Inftiturions of the learned 
H. Boerhaave, Profeffor of Phyfick in the Univerfity of 
Leyden; and improved from others of the moft eminent 
Authors. By Fobn Crawford, M. D. 8vo. 
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A 


ARTICLE Xv: 


Thi Remainder of the ANALocy of RELI- 
GION fo the Conftitution and Courfe of Na- 
ture. Part I. Beginning at the viith Chapter: 


HE Prefumptions againft Revelation, and 

Objections againft the general Scheme of 
Chriftianity, and particular Things relating to it, 
being removed in the foregoing Chapters; there 
remains to be confidered in this, What pofitive 
Evidence there is for the Truth of it: chiefly in 
order to fee, what the Analogy of Nature fug- 
gefts with regard to that Evidence, and the Ob- 
jections againft it: or what is, and is allowed to 
OcTOBER 1736. R be 
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be the plain natural Rule of Judgment and of 
Aétion in our temporal Concerns, in Cafes where 
we have the fame Kind of Evidence and the fame 
Kind of Objections againft it, that we have in 
that before us. 

Now the Evidence of Chriftianity, as our Author 
{tates it, isa long Series of things reaching from the 
Beginning of the World to the prefent Time, of 
great Variety and Compafs, comprehending Mira- 
clesand Prophecy, which, in the common Accepta- 
tion ofboth, are its direé&t and fundamental Proofs, 
and alfo feveral things befides not reducible to either 
of thofe,which,however confiderableinthemfelves, 
yet ought never to be urged apart from, but always 
in Conjunétion with them: Thefe ail together 
make up one Argument; the Conviction arifing 
from which may be compared to what they call 
the Effect in Architecture; a Refult from a great 
Number of things fo and fo difpofed, and taken 
into one View. For the clearing up of this 
Point, Mr. Butler First makes fome Obferva- 
tions relating to Miracles and the appearing Com- 
pletions of Prophecy, and confiders what Analo- 
gy fuggefts in Anfwer to the Objections brought 
againtt this Evidence; and SEconDLy, he en- 
deavours to give fome Account of the general Ar- 
gument now mentioned, confifting both of the 
dire&t and collateral Proofs: This being the Kind 
of Evidence upon which we determine moft 
Queftions of Difficulty, efpecially thofe relating 


to Conduét. 


Under the firft of thefe Heads our Author re- 
marks, with reference to the hiftorical Evidence 
of Miracles wrought in Atteftation of Revela- 
tion, as of great Weight; That it is equal to that 
which we have for the Truth of the Faéts related 
in the Old and New Teftaments,-e———=Farther ; 


That 








~~ ew VY 


Art.15. the Republick of Letters: 267 


That fome Parts of Scripture, containing an Ac- 
count of Miracles fully fuficient to prove the 
Truth of Chriftianity, are quoted as genuines 
from the Age in which they are faid to be writ- 
ten, down to the prefent—=And as common Hi- 
{tory may often be greatly confirmed, by cotem- 
porary or fubfequent Events more known and acs 
knowledged, and as the civil Scripture Hiftory is 
thus confirmed; fo likewife is the miraculous Hi- 
ftory of it, not only in particular Inftances, but 
in general. For, the Eftablifhment of the Few- 
ifo and Chriftian Religions, which were Events 
fubfequent of, or cotemporary with the Miracles 
faid to be wrought in Atteftation of both, are 
juft what we fhould have expected upon Suppo- 
tien fuch Miracles were really wrought for theit 
Confirmation. Nor can any other fatisfa€tory 
Account be given how fuch Eftablifhments could 
be effected. 

Now the juft Confequence from all this + our 
Author thinks is, that the Scripture Hiftory is to 
be admitted as an authentick one, till fomewhat 
pofitive be alledg’d fufficient to invalidate it. But 
no Man will, as he fays, deny the Confequence 
to be, that it cannot be reje€ted as of no Autho- 
rity, till it can be proved to be of none; even 
tho’ the Evidence now mentioned for its Autho= 
rity were doubtful. 

Another Obfervation of our Author’s under 
this Head, which will greatly enforce the hifto- 
rical Evidence of Chriftianity, is founded upon 
St. Paul’s Epiftles. He apprehends, from feve- 
ral Circumftances, their Genuinenefs is indifputa- 
ble: Now in them the Writer declares that he re- 
ceived the Gofpel and his Commiffion to preach 

R 2 it; 
+ i.e. As enlarged on and illuftrated by Mr. Butler; for 
what is here inferted is barely the Topics of his Difcourfe, 
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it, and to adminifter the Lord’s Supper, from 
Chrift himfelf after his Afeenfion, having not 
feen or known him in the Flefh: fo that his Te- 
ftimony is to be regarded as detached from that of 
the other Apoitles. 

He declares farther, as what was well known 
to thole he addrefs’d to, that he was endued with 
a Power of working Miracles; and fpeaks of great 
Variety of miraculous Gifts as then fubfitting 
likewile amongft themfelves: and this incidental- 
ly, without the leaft Affectation; nay by way of 
Reproof to thofe who had them, for their inde- 
cent Ufe of them; and by way of depretiating 
them in comparifon of moral Virtues. As this 
mutt be allowed to be a very confiderable thing ; 
fo, as our Author goes on to obferve, 

Thirdly, It is an acknowledged Faét, that 
Chriftianity offered itfelf to the World, and de- 
manded to be received upon the Allegation of its 
Miracles; and that it was actually received by 
great Numbers, upon that very Ground and 
Foundation: which eannot be faid of any other 
Religion; for, particalar Inftitutions, whether in 
Paganifm or Popery, faid to be confirmed by Mi- 
racles, after thofe Inftitutions had obtained, and 
their Patrons were invefted with Power, and in 
Veneration with the Multitude, are nothing to the 
Purpofe. The Cafe of the firft Preachers of 
Chriftianity, as our Author fhews at large, was 
quite the Reverfe of all this.--So that the imme- 
diate Converfion of fuch Multitudes by them, is 
an unparallel’d Inftance, and a real Prefumption 
of fomewhat more than human in the Matter: 
Mr. Butler fays Prefumption, becaufe he does not 
urge it as a Proof alone and by itfelf: nor does he 
infift upon any one of the things mentioned in 
this Chapter being regarded as {uch, tho’ af of 
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them together may amount to a Demonttrati- 
on.. 
Our Author having fairly pleaded the hiftorical 
Evidence, both direét and circumftantial, which 
may be alledg’d for the Miracles wrought in At- 
teftation of Chriftianity, proceeds next to confi- 
der what the Unbelicvers have to offer in Bar of 
it. And that amounts to a Charge of Enthufi- 
afm againft thofe who are faid to have wrought, 
and thofe who firft fubmicted to the Beliet of 
them. They argue from Fact and Experience: 
“¢ Numberlefs enthufiaftick People in different 
“¢ Ages and Countries, expofe themfelves to the 
“ fame Difficulties the primitive Chriftians did, 
“¢ for the moft idle Follies imaginable.” If to 
this it be anfwered, ** That Opinions and Facts 
“ are very different things; that it was in Attefta- 
*¢ tion of the laft of thefe the primitive Martyrs 
“© Jaid down their Lives; that their doing fo, tho” 
“¢ it would not prove the Doétrines they taught 
“* or received to be true, yet it would be a Proof 
“ of their believing them, and the Fa¢ts they re- 
“¢ Jated; and their Belief muft be a Proof of the 
“ Reality of thofe Faéts, fince they declared 
“ themfelves to be Eye-witnefles of them.” They 
reply, ** That Enthufiafm greatly weakens the 
“¢ Evidence of Teftimony even for Facts, in 
“¢ Matters relating to Religion; if it does not 
© totally and abfolutely deftroy it.’ Mr. Butler 
readily grants, that the Powers of Enthufiafm are 
very wonderful in particular Inftances. “ But if 
“ great Numbers, not appearing more than ordi- 
“¢ narily weak or negligent, affirm that they faw 
*¢ and heard fuch and fuch things plainly, and are 
“¢ admitted to be in earneft; fuch Evidence is the 
© ftrongeft we can have for any Matter of Fact. 
“¢ It is true, it may be invalidated by Incredibili- 
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ty in the things thus attefted, or by contrary 
Teftimony; and where it is thought fo to be, 
it might be juft to confider, how far it could 
be accounted for by Enthufiafm: for in that 
Cafe it would feem as if no other imaginable 
Account were to be given of it, But till that 
be fhewn to be the Cafe, it ought not to be 
expcéted, that fo foreign, fo indirect and won- 
derful an Account of {uch Tettimony fhould 
be admitted; when there is this direét and ob- 
vious Account of it, That People did indeed 
fee and hear a thing not incredible, which they 
affirm fincerely, and with full Affurance, they 
did fee and hear.——— Men are actuated in com- 
mon Affairs by innumerable Prejudices, which, 
being oft-times fcarce known or refleéted upon 
by the Perfons themfelves who are wrought on 
by them, are to be confidered as Influences of 
a like Kind with Enthufiafm. Yet human 
Teftimony in common Matters is naturally and 
juftly credited notwithftanding.” 

To enervate all this, the Infidel fuggefts, 
That tho’ it fhould be proved, that the Apoftles 
and firft Chriftians could not in fome refpeéts 
be deceived themfelves, nor intended in fome 
others to impofe upon the World; yet it will 
not follow, but that in others they might be 
deluded, and defignedly delude; which is a 
thing far from being improbable, from that 
Mixture of real Enthufiafm and real Knavery 
to be mec with in the fame Characters.” Mr. 


utler does not deny but the general Matter of 


this Charge is true, as well in Cafes where Reli- 
gion is concern’d, as where it isnot. The Mat- 
ter plainly is, ** "Fhat Mankind are naturally en- 
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“¢ fed and deceived themfelves, and capable of in- 
“© tending to deceive others, in every different 
“ Degree. There are Perfons who would not 
“¢ deliberately invent a Lie, yet will propagate it 
“ with heightning Circumftances after it is once 
“fet a going; and others, who though they 
“© would not propagate a Lie, will however let 
“¢ it pafs without Contradiction. But notwith- 
“¢ ftanding all this, human Teftimony remains 
“¢ ftill a natural Ground of Affent, and this Af- 
“© fent a natural Principle of Action.” The In- 
ference from hence is fo eafy, that our Author 
leaves it to his Readers: It is furely this, that 
“ till the Deift proves his Suggeftion to be aétu- 
“¢ ally Fa&, with regard to Chrittianity, it can 
«¢ do it no manner of Differvice in the Judgment 
“ of a rational Enquirer: It will neither obitruct 
“¢ his Affent to, nor abate his Zeal for it.” 

It is objected farther, ‘* That Mankind have 
“ certainly, in different Ages, been ftrangely de- 
‘© Juded with Pretences to Miracles.” But what 
then? ** Seeing they have not been oftner, nor 
“© are at all more liable to be deceived by thefe 
“¢ than by other Pretences.” It is added, “ that 
*¢ there is a very confiderable Degree of hiftori- 
“6 cal Evidence for Miracles, which are on all 
“© hands acknowledged to be fabulous.” Suppofe, 
fays Mr. Butler, there were no lefs for thefe than 
for thofe alledged in Proof of Chriftianity, which 
yet perhaps is a very groundlefs Prefumption; 
“To argue, that therefore the Evidence for 
“¢ ‘Thofe is not to be credited, is the fame as to 
“ conclude, That if two Men, of equally good 
“¢ Reputation, had given Evidence in different 
“© Caufes no way connected, and one of them 
“¢ had been convicted of Perjury, this confuted 
«¢ the Teftimony of the other.” 
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This is an Epitome of our Author’s Argument 
for the Truth of Chriftianity from the particular 
Evidence of Miracles. He proceeds, in the 
next place, to confider that which arifes from 
Prophecy ; concerning which he makes only 
fome few general Obfervations, which are fug- 
gefted by the acknowledged natural Rules of 
judging in common Matters, concerning Evidence 
of a like Nature. Here follow the Heads of 
saa 

. The Obfcurity or Uninielligiblenefs of one 
Part of a Prophecy, does not, in any degree, in- 
validate the Proof of Forefight, arifing trom the 
appearing Completion of thofe other Parts which 
are underftood. 

z. A long Series of Prophecy being applicable 
to fuch and fuch Events, is itfelf a Proof, that it 
was intended of them. Thus, “ if a long Series 
** of Predictions is applicable to the prefent State 
** of the Church, and to the political Situations 
°° of Kingdoms, fome thoufand Years after they 
** were delivered, and a long Series of Prophecy 
*¢ delivered before the coming of Chrift, to him; 
$° rhefe things are in themfelves a Proof, that the 
*¢ prophet: ick Hiftory was intended of thofe E- 
** vents and him: in pr oportion as the general 
“¢ ‘Turn of it is capable of fuch Application, and 
*° to the Number and Variety of particular Pre- 
“* dictions that will agree with them. It may 
** be hinted farther, that the Fews, before the 
coming of the Mefliah, applied the Prophecies 
relating to him, in much the fame manner as 
we do now: and that the farft Chriftians in- 
terpreted thofe refpecting the State of the 
*¢ Church and the World in the laft Ages, in the 
“¢ Senfe the Event feems to verify.” And from 
thefe things Mr. Butler thinks it may be made ap- 
pear, 3. That 
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3. That tho’ it could be fhewn to a high Pro- 
bability, that the Prophets thought of fome other 
Events in fuch and fuch Prediétions, and not of 
thofe at all, which Chrittians alledge to be Com- 
pletions of them, this would not confute or 
deftroy the Force of the Argument from Prophe- 
cy, even with regard to thofe very Initances. 
“¢ For fince the Prophets were not properly the 
“¢ Authors of the Predictions they delivered, but 
“¢ were infpired with them by another Per{-n of 
“¢ vaftly fuperior Knowledge in the Subjcé& of 
“© them, which befides is very intricate and diffi- 
“¢ cult, it does in no wife follow that theirs muft 
“ be exactly, and the whole of, their Meaning: 
“ for the original Author might have, and there 
“ would be no Prefumption, in many Cafes, in 
“ fuppofing him to have, fome farther Meaning 
© therein than the Publifher of them faw.” 
Thefe Obfervations Mr. Butler thinks to be juft, 
and the Evidence referred to in them, real: Tho’ 
there may be People who have not Integrity and 
Regard enough to Truth to attend to any Evi- 
dence that is not immediately or fully demonftra- 
tive; or modeft enough to fay fairly to them- 
felves, That there is vifibly fomewhat of very 
great Weight in this Matter, which, although it 
does not thoroughly convince them, {hall yet have 
its due Influence. 

We have now done with what may be deem- 
ed the firft Part of this important Chapter: The 
Sequel of it is taken up with giving fome Ac- 
count of the general Argument for the Truth of 
Chriftianity, confifting both of the direét and 
circumftantial Evidence, confidered as making up 
one Proof. To ftate and examine this Argument 
fully, would be a Work, as Mr. Butler fays, much 
beyond the Compafs of this whole Treatife: nor 
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is fo much as a proper Abridgment of it to be 
here expected. Yet the prefent Subject demand- 
ing fome brief Delineation of it, our Author has 
drawn up fuch a one as was requifite; but as the 
Matter of it is not reduced under any general 
Heads, it is hardly poflible to make any Repre- 
fentation of it that would be at all intelligible to 
the Reader. 

The feveral Particulars contained therein, re- 
quire to be, as he fays, diftinétly and moft tho- 
roughly examined into, that the Weight of each 
may be judged of, and fuch Conclufion drawn as 
refults from their united Force. In many Ca- 
fes indeed there needs the trueft Judgment to de- 
termine with Exactnefs the Weight of circum- 
flantial Evidence, (fuch as that entirely is, which 
he has now been urging) but it is very often alto- 
gether as convincing as that which is the moft 
exprefs and direét. 

The eighth and laft Chapter of this Difcourfe 
contains Zhe Objections which may be made againft 
arguing from the Analogy of Nature to Religion. 
And they are fuch as thefe; 

“© That it is a poor thing to folve Difficulties 
«© in Revelation by faying, that there are the 
«© fame in natural Religion; when what is want- 
“¢ ing is to clear both: But that it isa ftrange 
«© Way indeed of convincing Men of the Obli- 
“¢ gations of Religion, to fhew them, that they 
“© have as little Reafon for their worldly Purfuits : 
«¢ and a ftrange Way of vindicating the Juftice 
*- and Goodnefs of God, and of removing the 
Objections againit both, to which the Syftem 
“ of Religion lies open, to fhew, that the like 
€ ObjeCions lie againft natural Providence; withs 
“¢ out fo much as pretending to make out, that 
* the Sy{tem of it, or the Particulars objected a- 
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“ gainft therein, are reafonable; and (fome may 
“© be inattentive enough to add) when it is con- 
“¢ feffed that Analogy is no Anfwer to fuch Ob- 
*¢ je€tions: That when this Sort of Reatoning is 
“ carried to the utmoft Length it is capable of, 
it will yet leave the Mind ina very unfatisfied 
State: and that it muft be unaccountable Igno- 
rance of Mankind to imagine they will be pre- 
“¢ vailed with to forego their prefent Interefts and 
“¢ Pleafures, in regard to Religion, upon doubt- 
¢ ful Evidence.” 

The plaufible Appearance of thefe Objections, 
Mr. Butler attributes chiefly to Half-views of 
Things, and to undeterminate Language; where- 
by even ferious and confiderate Perfons are fome- 
times perplex’d and deceived. To thefe, the Re- 
ply here given, will, he apprehends, be of fome 
Affiftance ; as it may alfo tend a little to {top and 
filence others, who are led to them by Weaknefs 
of Underftanding, or a ludicrous Turn of Mind. 
In order to thefe Purpofes he eniarges on the fol- 
lowing Particulars: 

Firfi, What thefe Men require, is to have all 
Difficulties cleared. A thing perhaps as impoffi- 
ble to effeét, as it is to comprehend the Divine 
Nature, and the whole Plan of its Adminittra- 
tion. But it is always allowed to argue from 
what is acknowledged to what is difputed. And 
it is no poorer a thing to argue from natural Re- 
ligion to revealed, in the manner here cenfured, 
than it is to argue in numberlefs other Ways of 
probable Deduction, in Matters of Conduét, as 
we are continually obliged. ———Further, fince it 
is unreafonable to urge Objections againft Reve- 
lation, which lie equally againft natural Religion; 
it is of Confequence to fhew, that fuch Objcéti- 
ons are as much levelled againft natural Religion 
as 
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as — reveaied. And Objections, which are 

equa ny applicable to both, are in truth anfwered, 
by its being fhewn that they are fo, provided the 
former be admitted to be true. 

Secondly, Religion is a practical thing, and con- 
fifis in fuch a Courfe of Life as there is Reafon 
to think is commanded by the Author of Nature, 
and will, upon the whole, be our Happinefs un- 
der his Government. Now if Men can be con- 
vinced that they have the like Reafon to believe 
this, as to believe that taking care of their tem- 
poral Affairs will be to their Advantage; fuch 
Conviction cannot but be an Argument to them 
for the Praétice of Religion. But the chief 
Force of the Argument referred to in the Ob- 
jection lies in this, That if Religion were true, it 
siaalhd not be left doubtful, and open to Objecti- 
on, in the Degree it is. Now the Obferve- 
tion, that from the natural Conftitution and 
Courfe of things, we muft, in our temporal Con- 
cerns, almoft continually, and in Matters of great 
Confequence, act upon Evidence of a like Kind 
and Degree to the Ewidence of Religion; is an 
Anfwer to this Argument: becaufe it fhews, that 
it is according to the Conduct and Character of 
the Author of Nature, to appoint that we fhould 
aét upon Evidence like to that which this Argu- 
ment fuppofes he cannot appoint us to act upon. 
Thirdly, The Defign of this Treatife is not to 

vindicate the Character of God, but to fhew the 
Obligations of Men. Thefe are diftinét things, 
and ought not to be confounded: and ional 
they may at length run up into each other, yet 
Obfervations may immediately tend to make out 
the latter, which do not appear by any immedi- 
ate Connection, to the Purpofe of the former; 
which is Icls our Concern than many feem to 
think ; 
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think: as cur Author fully evinces by feveral 
Confiderations. 

Fourthly, It is moft readily acknowledged, that 
the foregoing Treatife is by no means fatisfactory : 
But no more would any natural Inftitution of 
Life appear, if reduced into a Syftem, together 
with its Evidence. Leaving Religion out of the 
Cafe, Men are divided in their Opinions about 
many Points, the Determination of which may 
be thought very conducive to our Felicity in this 
Life. Yet People do not defift from the Purfuit 
of Happinefs, upon account of this Uncertainty. 
The Evidence of Religion then being admitted 
real, thofe who object againft it as not fatisfa€to- 
ry, plainly forget the very Condition of our Be- 
ing: For abfolute Satisfaction does not belong to 
fuch a Creature as Man. And, wHich is more 
material, they forget alfo the very Nature of Re- 
ligion, which is intended both for a‘Trial and an 
Improvement of Mens Honefty and Virtue: 
which Ends it would not anfwer, if its Evidence 
were fo overbearing as the Objector requires. 

Fifthly, As to the Objection concerning the 
Influence which this Argument, or any Part of 
it, may, or may not, be expected to have upon 
Men, it is nothing to the Purpofe of the forego- 
ing Treatife. For that is not to enquire, what 
Mankind are; but what the Light and Know- 
ledge which is afforded them requires they fhould 
be.———However, Laftly, the Objection here re- 
ferred to, allows the things infifted on in this Dif- 
courfe to be of fome Weight: and if fo, it may 
be hoped it will have fome Influence. And if ic 
is likely to have any at all, there is the fame Rea- 
fon in Kind, though not in Degree, to lay it be- 
fore Men, as there would be, if it were likely to 
have a greater Influence. 
| Farther, 
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Farther, Mr. Butler defires it may be confider- 
ed, with refpeét to the whole of the foregoing 
Objections, that in this Work he has argued up- 
on the Principles of others, not his own; and has 
omitted what he thought true, and of the urmoft 
Importance, becaufe by others thought unintelli- 
gible, or not true. ‘Thus he has reafoned upon 
the Principles of the Fatalifts, which he does not 
believe; and has pafs’d by, what he does believe, 
the moral Fitnefs and Unfitnefs of Actions, prior 
to all Will; which as certainly determine the di- 
vine Conduct, as fpeculative Truth and Falfhood 
neceflarily determine the divine Judgment: which 
Principles of Liberty and moral Fitnefs are of the 
utmoft Importance, and force themfelves fo upon 
the Mind, as makes it difficult to avoid them in 
the Expreflidn. To conclude: . 

This Treatife, (as Mr. Buzler fays) to fuch as 
are convinced of Religion upon the Proof arifing 
out of the two laft mentioned Principles, will be 
an additional Proof and Confirmation of it: To 
fuch as do not admit thofe Principles, an original 
Proof of it, and a Confirmation of that Proof. 
Believers will here find both the Scheme and the 
Evidence of Chriftianity cleared of Objeétions, 
and vaftly enforced; and Unbelievers will at leaft 
be fhewn the Abfurdity of all Attempts to prove 
it falfe; its undoubted Credibility; and, perhaps, 
a good deal more. 

And thus, tho’ fome may think that Analogy, 
as here urged, has too great Strefs laid upon it; 
there can be no queftion but that the Argument 
from itisareal one. ‘ Fer Religion, both natu- 
“¢ ral and revealed, implying in it numerous Faéts, 





“¢ and Analogy being a Confirmation of all Facts: 


“° to which it can be applied, (as it is the only 
*¢ Proof of moft) cannot but be admitted by 
« every 
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“¢ every one to be a material thing, and truly of 


“ Weight on the Side of Religion both natural 
“¢ and revealed: and it ought to be particularly 
«© regarded by fuch as profefs to follow Nature, 
“ and to be lefs fatisfied with abftraé& Reafon- 
“¢ ings.” 

Thus ends the laft Capter of the fecond Part 
of this valuable Work. ‘There follows a Reca- 
pitulation of the whole Argument under the Title 
ofa Conclufion; with the two Differtations, which 
have been formerly mentioned. In the frft Draught 
of the Book, the learned Author had inferted 
that on Personau IpEeNritTy into the Chapter 
Of a future Life, and the other on VirTveE into 
that Of the moral Government of God, with which 
they are clofely connected. But as they were not 
neceflary to the Subjeét of the Work, and might, 
on the other hand, have proved rather a Diverfi- 
on from it; he chofe, on fitting it for the Prefs, 
to place them, as they are here ranked, by them- 
felves, 

Under the firft of them this Writer ob- 
ferves, That the Idea of perfonal Identity which 
has been fo much difputed, and which fome have 
explained fo as to render the Enquiry concerning 
a future Life (whereto it relates) of no Confe- 
quence at all to us, is fo immediate and clear, that 
it is incapable of being defined, any more than 
Similitude or Equality can. For as upon two 
Triangles being viewed together, there arifes to 
the Mind the Idea of Similitude, or upon twice 
two and four, the Idea of Equality; fo likewile, 
upon the Confcioufnefles of one’s felf, or one’s 
own Exiftence in any two Moments, being com- 
pared, there as immediately arifes to the Mind 
the Idea. of perfonal Identity. And as the two 
former Comparifons not only give us the a wi 

imili- 
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Similitude and Equality, but alfo fhew us that 
two Triangles are alike, and twice two and four 
are equal; fo the latter, not only gives us the Idea 
of perfonal Identity, but alfo fhews us the Ideh- 
ty of ourfelves in thofe two Moments. But (4s 
he goes on) though Confcioufnefs does thus afcer= 
tain our perfonal Identity to curfelves, yet to fay 
that Confcioufnefs makes perfonal Identity, is to 
fay that a Perfon has not exifted a Moment, nor 
done one Action, but what he not only can re- 
member, but actually reflects on. And one 
fhould think it felf-evident, that Confcioufnefs or 
Samenefs prefuppofes, and therefore cannot con- 
ftitute perfonal Identity. 

Mr. Butler fuggefts from whence the Miftake 
that it does fo might arife; reétifies the falfe Ap- 
prehenfions that have been entertained of the 
Matter; cenfures Mr. Locke’s and Mr. Collins’s 
Notions upon this Subject, and lays down the 
Grounds and Reafons of his Animadverfions. 

In the latter of the two Differtations, which 
is entitled Of the Nature of Virtue, Virtue is de- 
fined to confift in ** Juftice, Veracity, and Re- 
“© gard to common Good.” And afterwards it is 
faid, that ** a due Concern about our own Inte- 
“ reft or Happinefs, and a reafonable Endeavour 
** to fecure and promote it, is Virtue, or a Spe- 
“¢ cies of it.” I can find nothing more that is 
dire&tly defcriptive of it throughout this whole 
Piece: We are indeed told what is the univerfal- 


ly acknowledged Standard thereof, viz. ** That 


“¢ which all Ages and all Countries have made 
“ Profeflion of in publick; That which every 
“¢ Man one meets, puts on the Shew of; That 
“© which the primary and fundamental Laws of 
<¢ all civil Conftitutions over the Face of the 
“ Earth, make it their Bufinefs and Endeavour 
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** to enforce the Practice of upon Mankind.” 
And further, we are given to underftand negative- 
ly, “* That Benevolence is in no fort the whole of 
¢ it.” But tho’ there is fo little faid of the Na- 
ture of Virtue, in a copious Differtation which pro- 
feffes to treat of it; fome other Points are here 
handled relating to it, which may afford the Read- 
er a great deal of Inftruction. 

I have now done with this Performance. In 
the Courfe of my Account thereof, I have taken 
frequent Occafions of teftifying a due Efteem of 
it; and fhall here only fay, that if the Reverend 
Author had made his Periods fomewhat fhorter, 
his Paragraphs more numerous, and diftinguifhed 
the Bounds and Conneétions of the feveral Parts 
of his Arguments more obvioufly, in Condefcen- 
fion to the Capacities of ordinary Readers, and in 
refpect of Method and Diéion, had made it as 
intelligible to thofe, as it deferves to be under- 
{tood; it would have merited the Preference a- 
bove, and been more generally ufeful than, almoft 
any Difcourfe in our Language, upon this Subje& : 
as it is, one cannot eafily exceed in its Commen- 
dation. 





ARTICLE XVI. 


E muft now have recourfe to Foreigners 
for Works of Genius and polite Litera- 
ture; the Englifh Spirit feems to be exhaufted, or 
extremely feeble; and our Prefles, teeming every 
Moment with a puny or deformed Offspring, pro- 
duce hardly any thing above the vulgar Attention: 
OcToBER 1736. S From 
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From whence this vifible Decline in our State of 
Learning proceeds, I cannot certainly pronounce. 
Perhaps the precarious Foot on which the Right 
of Bookfellers and Writers now ftands, and the 
Want of a fufficient Remedy againft the Invafi- 
ons of it, by a Set of Wretches, who not only 
injure their perfonal Interefts, (tho’ that claims a 
Redrefs ) but thofe of the whole Republick of 
Letters, may contribute to it in a Meafure be- 
yond what is commonly imagined. And if the 
Legiflature do not effectually fecure the Property 
of Publifhers, in the Copies they purchafe, by 
fome more defenfibleTitle than they enjoy at pre- 
fent, our Nooility and Gentry will fhortly fee 
few or no Britifh Authors of Reputation, but 
thofe they have already in their Hands, and mutt, 
many of them, learn a new Tongue, or be forced 
to renounce all that Pleafure in reading which re- 
fults from Novelty. 

I have now before me the third Tome of the 
Differtations of Father Souciet, a Jefuit, who a- 
bout theYear 1729, tranflated into French a Chro- 
nological Index, wrote by Sir J/aac Newton; on 
which he made fome Obfervations, with Defign 
to confute the Syftem of that famous Writer. 
How he fucceeded in that Attempt is known to 
the Learned, who have compared his Exceptions 
with the Remarks that were made on them by 
Sir //aac himfelf, and after his Deceafe, by Dr. 
alley. 

The Piece which is at prefent in my Hands 
confifts of two Difcourfes: The firf# is on the 
Medals of Py rHoports Queen of Pontus and 
Bofphorus; in which are explained alfo thofe of 
her Husband Potemon I. and of their Son Po- 
LEMON II: With an Account of the principal 
Events in their Hiftory, as likewife in that of 
their 
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their Daughter, the Wife of Corys King of 
Thrace. The fecond relates to a Medal in the Ab- 
be de Rothelin’s Cabinet; in which the Author 
elucidates and fettles the Afra, and entire Chro- 
nology of the Kings of the Cimmerian Bofphorus. 

In the former of thefe Tra&s Father Souciet 
obferves, That Strabo is the only ancient Writer 
that mentions Pythodoris, and that he had the 
beft Opportunities of being acquainted with the 
Particulars of her Life, as he was her native Sub- 
ject, and wrote in her Reign: In order to fix the 
Period of which, it is neceffary firft to determine 
the Year in which he publifhed the Work where- 
in he {peaks of her. When the Father has ad- 
jufted this Circumftance, which he refers to the 
773d Year after the Foundation of Rome, and 
the roth of the Chriftian Epocha, he proceeds 
to the Story of Pythodoris. The Father of this 
Princefs (he tells us) was Pythodorus, a Friend of 
Pompey’s, and immenfly rich. He was originally 
of Nice, from whence he removed to Tralles in 
Lydia, with an Expectation of advancing his 
Fortune. He was by no means difappointed. He 
was chofen Afiarch of that City, and acquired fo 
vaft an Eftate, that his Wealth was equal to that 
of Kings. Pompey being defeated, he had like to 
have paid dear for his Friendfhip, Ce/ar confifca= 
ting his Riches, as one of his Party; and, which 
was perhaps the chief Reafon, being in great 
Want of them himfelf. However, Pythodorus 
had the Addrefs to recover them out of the Hands 
of that generous Conqueror, fo that they defcend- 
ed to his Pofterity. 

Though this Daughter of his was not of Roy- 

al Birth, fhe was endued with Royal Virtues. She 
was a Woman of confummate Prudence, and ca- 


pable of managing the moft important,-Affairs. 
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And indeed, as our Author remarks, fhe needed 
an uncommon Sagacity, to maintain herfelf fo 
long upon a Throne, in the midft of thofe diffe- 
rent Factions which rent the Empire in herTime, 
and in {pite of all thofe Commotions with which 
fhe was environ’d, and which caufed fo many 
Revolutions in the States of Afa. 

She was firft married to Polemon I. King of 
Pontus, after the Death of his former Wife Dy- 
namis. ‘This Prince was not born to a Kingdom 
any more than Pythodoris. He was the Son of 
Zenon, a famous Orator of Laodicea. Anthony 
conferred on him the Government of Pontus, in 
which he was confirmed by ugufius. Some 
time after Anthony added the lefler Armenia to his 
Dominion, and he had likewife the Honour of 
being declared a Friend and Ally of the Romans. 
It was not long before an Accident happened that 
put him into Poffeflion alfo of the Bo/phorus: - 
fander, King of it, being dead, one Scribonius, 
who pretended to be the Grandfon of Mithridates, 
feized at once upon the Realm and upon Dynamis 
his Wife, to whom he had bequeathed it. grip- 
pa ordered Polemon to march againft the Ufurper. 
He did fo. But when he arrived, he found that 
the People themfelves had already “deftroyed him. 
However, Polemon reaped no Advantage by that; 
the Inhabitants apprehending he intended to con- 
quer and tyrannize over them, attacked him alfo. 
They were defeated ; but that did not make Po- 
lemon their Mafter. Agrippa was obliged to en- 
gage himfelf in the Affair. He no fooner appear- 
ed before Synope than the Bo/phoreans threw down 
their Arms; and with the Confent of Augufus 
the Country was given to Polemon, together with 
Dynamis the Reli& of the deceafed Monarch; af- 
ter whofe Death, as we have faid, he efpouted 
Pythodoris. It 
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It appears he did not long furvive his fecond 
Nuptials: He might live with this laft Lady a 
bout three Years, fince he had by her two Sonn, 
and a Daughter. After his Demife fhe aflumed 
the fole Adminiftration. 

The eldeft of her two Sons, whofe Name alfo 
was Polemon, during the Remainder of her Life, 
laid no Claim to the Crown, but continued in a 
private Capacity at her Court; with fome little 
Share however in the publick Managements. The 
other, foon after his Father’s Death, became 
King ‘of the greater Armenia. 

in fine, after a fhort Widowhood fhe mar- 
ried again with 4rchelaus King of Cappadocia, 
who was her Neighbour. We don’t find the 
had any Children by him; we only know that in 
Confequence of this Match fhe left Pontus, and 
refided with him in his Kingdom, till he died. 


Her Daughter’s Husband was Cotys King of 


Thrace, by whom fhe had at leaft three Children. 
The Cataftrophe of this Prince was very unfortu- 
nate: Rbe/cuporis his Uncle got him into his 
Power, put him in Irons, and ordered him to be 
{lain. His Queen upon this went to Rome, laid 
the tragical Fate of her Lord before the Senate, 
and implored their Vengeance on his Murderer. 
They gave Judgment as fhe requeited, banifhed 
the Regicide from Yhrace, gave her eldeft Son 
the Diadem his Father had worn, and fent Zredel- 
lienus Rufus as their Deputy, to take on him the 
Tutelage of her Children, while the lived the reft of 
her Daysa Widow. All this fell out during the 
Life of Pythodoris. After her Death, her Son 
Polemon above-mentioned fuccceded her in the 
Throne of Pontus by the Favour of Caligula. 
Here now are feveral Particulars relating to Py- 


thodoris that may ferve in the Illuftration of her 
S 3 Medals, 
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Medals, and for refolving the Queftions + of 
M. De Surbeck, (Captain- Lieutenant of his moft 
Chriftian Iviajefty’s Szwz/s Guards) to which thefe 
Differtations are an Anfwer. But in order to find 
out by them that which is here principally fought 
after, viz. the E.pocha on the Reverie of thefe 
Medals, it is neceffary to determine as nearly as 

poflible the Years in which they happened; 
Jeait the principal of them. To which Purpofe 
Father Souciet difpofes them in a Chronological 
Order; and colleéts, not only the Epochas re- 
falting from them, and the Authors already cited, 
but all others that he apprehends can be of any 
Service in the prefent Enquiry; commencing at 
the Time when the Romans began in a more par- 
ticular manner to concern vicandelves in the Af- 
fairs of Pontus, and to difpofe of its Government. 
He places the Foundation of Rome in the 
Year 754 preceding the Chriftian AZra. Ac- 
cording to this Computation, the Year of that 
City 689 is the 66ch before that of our Saviour. 
In which Year, Pompey, befides his former Potts 
and Dignities, was declared by the Manilian 
Law, Governor of Bithyxia and all the Provinces 
under Luculius, and General of the Forces com- 
manded by that Proconfu), with which he had 
routed Mithridates. For that Law was propofed 
and urged by Cicero in an Affembly of the Peo- 
ple, the Year he was Pretor. But Afconius 
Oecdianus, 10 his Commentary on Cicero’s Oration 
for C. Cornelius, affures us, that he bore that Of- 
fice under the Confulate of MZ. A:milius Lepidus 
and 


+ Thefe Queries are, I. Whether there were not two Py- 
thodoris’s, and to which of them the Medals referr’d? II.Whofe 
Head is the Emperor’s reprefented on them ? IIT. What Era 
is denoted by the Epoque on their Reverfe? IV. What the 
Figures of Libra and Capricorn, which we fee on each of 
them, fignify. 
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and L. Volcatius Tullius, and they were Contuls in 
the Year above-mentioned. 

Pompey was in Cilicia when he received the 
Decree of the Senate and People to fucceed Lu- 
cullus, and to march direétly againft Mithidrates, 

who had recovered a little, after his Defeat by that 
great Captain. Pompey routed him entirely, and 
purfued him all the Remainder of that Year. 

In the Year of Rome 690. Before Chrift 65. 
Pompey difpofed of all Mizhidrates’s Dominions, 
and of thofe that Invader had poffeffed himfelf of 
the preceding Year. 4. R. T 703, before Chrift 
47, Julius Cefar went upon an Expedition a- 
gainft Pharnaces King of Pontus.* 

A.R.711. Before Chrift 44. Julius Cefar was 
flain on the Ides of March, i. e. on the 1th of 
that Month. Auguffus was foon after made Pro- 
praetor, he took on him the Confulate the roth 
before the Calends of Oéfober that fame Year, i.e. 
on the 22d of September; and the firft Triumvi- 
rate began fix Days before the Calends of the en- 
fuing January, that is to fay, on the 27th of De- 
cemver. 


S 4. A. A. 


+ The initial Letters of Anno Roma, i.e. in the Year of 
Rome. I ufe them here and in the following Inftances for the 
Sake of Brevity; and infert this Note for the Information of 
the mere Exg/ifb Reader: Tho’, to fpeak the Truth, the in- 
termixing Latin Words in an Engli/b Tranflation needs an A- 
pology. Every Difcourfe fhould be throughout in one Lan- 
guage. ‘The contrary Praétice is a Nufance in the State of 
Learning, which ought by all means to be reformed. Even 
technical Terms, when they are not become vulgar, or when 
they occur on Subjeéts to which they do not efpecially apper- 
tain, fhould be explained, if aWriter would be quite intelligible. 

* Where there is the leaft Ground for controverting the 
Date of any of the Facts in this Chronological Series, our 
Author produces his Vouchers: I have here and in feveral 
other Places omitted them, where the Citation makes no 
Improvement in our Idea of the main Subject. 
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A. R. 713. Before Chrift 42. In the Confulate 
of L. Munatius Plancus, and of M. A:milius Le- 


pidus (1. the Battel of Philippi was fought. After 


which Axthony went into the Eaff, determined 
feveral Differences of the Princes there, impofed 
fuch Tribute as he thought fit, and difpofed of 
Kings and Kingdoms. 

A.R.719. Before Chrift 36. Polemon was King 
of Pontus, and was taken Prifoner in the unfortu- 
nate Expedition of 4uthony againtt Phraates King 
of Parthia, and Artavafdes King of the Medes: 
But paying his Ranfom he was releas’d. 

A. R.721. Before Chrift 34. Anthony having 
at the End of the laft Year given Cappadocia to 
Archelaus, that Prince began to reign there in 
this. 

A. R.722. Before Chrift 33. Anthony beftow- 
ed the Lefler Armenia on Polemon King of Pon- 
cus. 
A. R.724. Before Chrift 31. The Battel of 
Altium happened; and 

A. R.725. Before Chritt 30. The taking of 
Alexandria and the Death of Anthony gave Au- 
guftus the Dominion of the Za/, where till then 
Anthony had governed. 

4. R.729. Before Chrift 26. Polemon was re- 
ceived amongit the Friends and Allies of the Ro- 
man People. 

A. R.735. Before Chrift 20. Auguffus made a 
new Voyage to the Ea/f, and vifited the feveral 


- Provinces. 


A. R.741. Before Chrift 14. In the Confulate 
of M. Licinius Craffus, and of Cu. Cornelius Len- 
tulus, Agrippa, with the Approbation of Auguftus, 
gave Polemon the Kingdom of Bo/phorus, toge- 
ther with Dynamis the Widow of the late King 
dander, to whom he had left the Realm at his 

I Death, 
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Death; having, as it appears, no Children. This 
Lady, whom he was forced, asI prefume, to take 
along with the Government of her Country, mutt 
be near upon fifty when he efpoufed her. For 
fhe was the Wife of A/ander 33 Years; and as 
we can hardly fuppofe her under 12 when fhe was 
contracted to him, fo fle muft be at leaft 45 
when he died: which, allowing fome time for her 
Widowhood, will bring her to the Age here af- 
figned. 

A.R.744. Before Chrift 11. It was about this 
Year that Polemon King of Pontus, of the Lef- 
fer Armenia, and of Bo/pborus, was efpoufed to 
Pythodoris, Daughter of Pythodorus. We can- 
not determine precifely the Time of their Nup- 
tials; but we may judge of it nearly by two E- 
vents that are diftinguifhed in Hiftory. The 
firft is, That Dyzamis was married to Polemon af- 
ter the Campaign, 4. R. 741. as we have juft 
noted. The fecond is, That Zenon, one of the 
Sons of Pythodoris and Polemon, was elected King 
of Great Armenia A. R.772, as we fhall fee far- 
ther by and by. Now we can hardly allow him 
to be under twenty-five at the Time of his Pro- 
motion; as will be fhewn prefently. He mut 
have been born therefore about the 748th Year of 
Rome. In this Reckoning there will be but 6 or 
7 Years between the Marriage of Polemon with 
Dynamis and the Birth of this Son by the fecond 
Venter; which Space is as little as can well be 
imagined, for Polemon to have lived fome time 
with his firft Wife, to have continued any while 
a Widower, and for his fecond to have born him 
this Son; which yet probably was not the firft 
Child he had by her. If then we fuppofe Dy- 
namis lived but two Years after her Marriage with 
Polemon, her Death will fall out 4. R. 743; and 


we 
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we may place his Efpoufal of Pyzthodoris in 744, 
the Year following. Upon this Foundation we 
may very well conjecture that nearly, 4. R. 747. 
Before Chrift 8. Zenon the Son of Polemon and 
Pythodoris was born, who became afterwards King 
of the Great Armenia. 

A. R. 768. A.C. > 14. Augufius died on the 
14th before the Calends of September, or the 19th 
of Auguft: Sextus Pompeius Nepos and Sextus A- 
puleius Nepos being Contuls. He was immediate- 
ly fucceeded by Tiberius. 

A. R.771. A.C.17. When Tiberius was at 
Rhodes, Archelaus King of Cappadocia had taken 
no manner of Notice of him. This Omiffion 
was not owing to any Pride, but to Prudence and 
a political Precaution. Some of 4ugu/fus’s mott 
intimate Friends had infinuated to him that Tibe- 
yius was out of Favour, and fo it would not be 
very fafe to pay any Court to him, left that 
fhould incur the Difpleafure of Caius Ce/ar, who 
was then the Darling of ugu/tus, and, as it was 
thought, would inherit the Empire. He had the 
Misfortune to hearken to thefe Counfels; and 7Z7- 
berius highly refented his Conduct, and when the 
Government came into his Hands, feverely re- 
veng’d it. He made his Mother Livia write to 
him, “* That the Emperor was extremely provo- 
€¢ ked at him, but that he might appeafe his Dif- 
“ pleafure by coming to Rome, and fupplicating 


“ his Grace and Friendfhip.” The King, either 


not perceiving the Artifice of this pretended good 
Office and Advice, or fearing that if he difcover- 
ed the leaft Apprehenfion of it, the Authors 
would 

+ Our Computation is now come within the Chriftian A- 


ra. The two Capitals therefore 4. C. fignify duno Chrifti, 
or The Year of Chrift. 
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would convert it into Violence and Force, wait- 
ed on Tiberius this Year. Scarcely had he arriv’d 
when he was impeached before the Senate, and 
died prefently after, in the soth Year of his 
Reign: It is a Queftion whether he put an end 
to his own Life, or whether his Age, unable to 
fuftain the Affliétion that was befallen him, funk 
under the Burthen of it. After his Deceafe Cap- 
padocia was reduc’d to a Province, and Pythodoris 
return’d to her own Dominions. 

A. R. 772. A.C. 18. was that of Tiberius’s 
third, and Germanicuss fecond Confulate; in 
which Zenon, Son of Polemon and Pythodoris, 
was chofen King by the People of Great Avme- 
nia, when Germanicus fet the Crown upon his 
Head. The Reafons Tacitus gives for the Arme- 
nians Choice of this Prince fhew, that he could 
hardly be younger than twenty-five at the Time 
of it, which is what our Author has fuppofed. 
Nay, it would not be irrational to fuppote him 
elder, upon the Words of the Hiftorian. ‘ The 
“¢ Suffrages of the Nation united in behalf of 
“ Zenon, Son of Polemon King of Pontus; be- 
“© caufe that from his Youth he had affected their 
«© Manners and Fafhions, and by his Inclination 
«© for Hunting and Banquets had equally ingrati- 
“© ated himfelf with the Nobility and Populace.” 
To which we may add, that his Sifter, Queen of 
Thrace, was about the fame Age, as we fhall {ee 
inftantly. For, 

A. R.773. A.C. 19. Silanus and Norbanus be- 
ing Confuls, Cotys King of Thrace, Husband of 
Polemon and Pythodoris’s Daughter, was perfidi- 
oufly flain by Rhefcuporis his Uncle. His’ Wi- 


dow, 


o 


ta) 


+ Auguftus had divided the Country of Thrace, and given 


the better Part to Cotys, and the other to Rhe/cuporis. This 
| lait 
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dow, by whom he left at the leaft three Chil- 
dren, went to Rome, where fhe accufed the Mur- 
derer in full Senate, as we have formerly related; 
the Traytor was condemned, banifhed Thrace, and 
the eldeft Son of Cotys was invefted with his Fa- 
ther’s Crown. 

A. R.792. A.C. 38. About this Time we may 
place the Death of Pythodoris. For it was in the 
Confulate of M. Aguillius Fulianus and Publius 
Nonius Afprenas, which was this Year, that Ca/i- 
gula put Polemon II. Son of Polemon 1. and of 
Pythodoris, in Pofleffion of his Father’s Kingdom. 
Polemon the farft was long fince dead, but this 
Son did not immediately fucceed to him; it was 
Pythodoris that continued to reign after him. Her 

Son 


Jaft, very much diffatisfied with his Portion, fought all Occa- 
fions of diftrefling, and qurarelling with, his Nephew. Yet 
did he not proceed fo far as his Envy and Hatred would have 
carried him during the Life of that Emperor. But no fooner 
was he dead, than, freed from the Awe of his Power and 
Eguity, and fuppofing he had nothing to fear from his Suc- 
ceifor, he exerted all his Wrath and Malice; endeavouring, 
by all he could devife, to provoke Cotys to an open Rupfure. 
Tiberius being apprifed of this, fent his Injunctions to both, 
to come to an Accommodation, and cultivate from thence- 
forth a mutual Friendfhip. Rbefcuporis pretended to be all 
Submiffion, and invited his Kinfman, an eafy, honeft and 
credulous Prince, to an Interview, for fettling a perpstual 
Agreement. He went, fufpecting nothing ; was magnificent- 
ly treated, and kept caroufing till midnight, when being almoft 
inebriated, he was feized, and without any Regard to his Ex- 
poftulations and Intreaties, loaded with Irons, and-thrown 
into Prifon; where he was afterward murdered by Order of 
his Uncle: The Villain giving out, to skreen himfelf from 
the Odium of the Fact, and the Punifhment it call’d for, that 
he died by hisown Hand. Tac. Annal. Lid. II. towards the 
End; or, Gordon’s unnatural Tranflation of that Author, 
Vol. I. p.98. Icall his Tranflation unnatural, with refpeéct 
to the Idiom of the Exg/i/o Tongue, to which it is altogether 
incongruous; and as far from Elegance as any Verfion that 
ever pretended fo much to that Character. 
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Son Polemon lived at her Court, in the manner 
above-mentioned. Since then we find him now 
feated in the Throne, we may judge that about 
this Time his Mother, by her Death, had made 
room for him. It may, it’s true, be infinuated, 
that fhe might ftill be alive, and only abdicate the 
Government in Favour of her Son; but this 
Prince’s Incapacity for Affairs of State, of which 
we fhall foon be convinced, and of which this 
wife Princefs could not be infenfible, may affure 
us the Cafe was otherwile. 

On the other hand, fome may fuggeft, that 
we have, tho’ we fix the Period of it here, given 
her already a Life much longer than probable. 
But placing her Marriage with Polemon about 
the Year of Rome 744, there will be between 
that and this, an Interval but of 48 Years; fo 
that fuppofing fhe was 20 then, fhe would be on- 
ly 68 at her Death. This is no very uncommon 
Age to arrive at. And in cafe we marry her at 
15, (and fhe might be even younger) fhe will be 
at farthe{t but in her grand Climacteric at the 
Time of her Deceafe. 

Seeing nothing therefore extraordinary in the 
fuppofed Length of her Life, meeting with no 
other Polemon the Son of Polemon, but him who 
was alfo hers, and knowing moreover that he did 
not prefently fuccced his Father, but that it was his 
Mother who reign’d, and that he liv’d privately un- 
der her Government, and finding him at this ve- 
ry Seafon advanc’d to the Throne; nothing can 
be more natural than to affert, that his Mother 
died about this Time; and that after her Demife 
he demanded the Kingdom of his Father, and 
obtained it from Caligula and the Senate. 

There are three Events, and as many Medals, 
which properly enter into, and confirm ~~ Sy- 

em. 
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ftem. Firft, Claudius, after his Acceffion to the 
Empire, and before his fecond Confulate (confe- 
quently .4.R. 795. A.C. 41.) took the Country 
of Bo/phorus from Polemon, to beftow it upon 
Mithidrates, a Defcendant of that noted Mirhi- 
drates whom Pompey had defeated; and to make 
Polemon amends, gave him in lieu of it fome Parts 
of Cilicia. Secondly, Two Years after, 4. R. 
797. A.C. 43. Polemon I. was one of the five 
Kings who vifited Agrippa the Great at Tiberias, 
and whom Vibius Marfus Governor of Syria, 
who took Umbrage at the Interview of fo many 
neighbouring Monarchs, fent packing to their 
own Dominions. Thirdly, About the Year of 
Chrift 60, and the 794th of Rome, Polemon be- 
came a Profelyte to the /ewi/d Religion, that he 
might marry Berenice, Agrippa the fecond’s Sifter, 
for the fake of her vaft Fortune. Berenice had 
likewife her Views in this Alliance. She lay un- 
der very f{candalous Imputations with refpeét to 
her Brother, whom fhe indulged in the moft licen- 
tious Familiarities. To ftifle the Report of 
thefe things, and that fhe might more fecurely 
perfift in her libidinous Courfes, fhe refolv’d up- 
on a Husband; and no body feem’d fitter for her 
than Polemon. Whereupon fhe perfuaded him to 
be circumcifed, and to efpoufe her. But her Paf- 
fions were too eager to be f{atisfied long with him. 
She foon quitted him, at the hazard of enduring 
the Infamy fhe had acquired. And Polemon bid 
adieu to Fudai/im along with her. 

Thefe are the Facts that, as Father Souciet fays, 
tend to corroborate his Sy{tem about the Death 
of Pythodoris. The three Medals which likewife 
contribute to that Purpofe have been publifhed, 
one by M. Patin in his Suetonius, p. 298. and 
the two others by M. Vaillant in his Hiftory of 
the 








Sa say> ea ”.mlmtC 










Art.16. the Republick of Letters. 295 


the Kings of Pontus, p.243 and 244. Thefe all 
fhew that Polemon II. did not follow tbe Aéra his 
Mother ftamp’d upon her Medals, but that he in- 
ferted on his the Years of his own Reign; or, 
which will amount to the fame, that wherein the 
Emperor and Senate granted him the Kingdom 
of his Father; and that he reigned at leatt 24 
Years, viz. to the 816th of Rome, which was 
the 62d of our Saviour: as our Author thus ars 
gues: 

A. R.829. A.C. 55. Polemon Il. caufed to be 
ftruck, the Medal exhibited by Vaillant, in his 
Hiftory of the Kings of Pontus, p. 243. There 
is on one Side the Head of Polemon crown’d, 
with BASIAEQS= MOAEMQNOS. The Reverfe is 
the Head of Nevo, with ETOYS I H, i.e. 4un018. 

This 18 cannot refer to the A®ra of Pontus 
mark’d on the Medals of Pythodoris; for fince 
that under TZzberius the 6oth Year of that Afra 
was arrived, as will be feen hereafter, the 18th of 
it could not be under Nero, and the Year of Rome 
8o9 + fhould be the 96th of that Aira. Nor is 
it the Year of Nero: He did not reign fo many. 
It can be no other then but the 18th Year of the 
Reign of Polemon II. which commencing J. R. 
792. the 18th of it muft fall 4. R. 809. 

This was the firft of Nero, which began on 
the ryth of Oéfober, the preceding Year. Upon 
his Advancement to the Empire, Polemon, in or- 
der to ingratiate himfelf, put his Head upon his 
Coin. There are fo many Inftances of the Oriental 
and Afian Princes ftriking Medals upon the Pro- 
motion of new Emperors, that it appears plainly 


to 


+ It is in the French Original 806, but I think wrongly. 
However that be, the Reader cannot be led into a Miftake by 
my Alteration, though it fhould be erroneous, fince he has 
this Notice. 
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to have been a Cuftom with them, this Way to 
make their Court to thofe Mafters of the World, 
thereby to merit their Favour and Protection, and 
infure the Confervation of their Dominions: it 
being ufual with thofe arbitrary Gentlemen to dif- 
poffeis thofe againft whom they had any Difgutt, 
and to beftow their Kingdoms upon fuch as they 
intended to attach to their [nterefts. 
ALR. 814. A.C. 60. With this Year we may 
rank the Medal which M. Patin pretends to illu- 
{trate in his Sactonius. It is the Head of Polemon 
girt with a Diadem, BASIAEQ> MOAEMQNOS, 
On the Reverfe is the Head of an Emperor 
crown’d with Laurel, the Date EToY= kT,7.¢.4.23. 
M. Patin took this laft for the Head of 4u- 
guftus. Becaufe he fuppofed the Medal to be one 
of Polemon the firft, Father of him we are now 
fpeaking of; and imagined the Date 23 on the 
Side of the Head denoted the Year of that Em- 
peror’s Government. But Father Souciet cenfures 
this as a Miftake, which the two Medals of M. 
Vaillant evidently confute. For that Critick af- 
firms, that the Head on the Medal in his Cabinet 
is certainly that of Nero: And the Infcription on 
the other, which he faw at M. Capell/i’s at Venice, 
left no room to doubt of its being the fame Em- 
peror’s that was on that alfo: For feeing Nero 
was on the Throne in the 18th Year of the A“ra 
on the firft Medal, and in the 24th that is on the 
laft, he mutt neceffarily have been there in the 


- 23d likewife ; confequently, the Head which we 


fee upon this Medal, with the Year 23 on the 
Side of it, is not the Head of uguftus, but of 
Nero. 

The laft Medal our Author alledges in Proof 
of his Syftem, feems to be that above-mentioned 
in M. Capelli’s Cabinet at Venice; and coincides 
A.R. 
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A. R. 815. A.C.61. It bears the Head of Nero 
circled with a radiant Diadem, and this Legend 
Imp. Nero Cas. Aue. On the Reverfe, the 
Head of Polemon girt with a Diadem, and BAS 
II KA. i, €. BAZsAtas Tloaueves #2 KA. or, Of King 
Polemon the 24th Year. Vaill. Hiff: Reg. Ponti, 
P- 244. 

Polemon began his Reign 4. R. 792: His 24th 
Year therefore will be 4. R. 815. Nero’s Go 
vernment commenced the 1sth of Oéfober, 4. R. 
808, and ended 4. R. 822. fo that the threeY ears 
of Polemon, which we fee upon his Medals, are 
all comprifed within the Period of Nero’s Em- 
pire, and were the 1ft, the 6th, and the 7th of 
1t. 

Polemon Il. then, fays our Author, reigned at 
the leaft 24 Years, but he did not die upon the 
Throne. He refigned his Kingdom fome time 
before to Nero, who reduced it to a Province. 
This laft A&tion, as well as all the others of this 
Prince’s Life which F. Souciet is acquainted with, 
confirm (as he thinks) what he has advanc’d of 
his Incapacity for ruling, and his continuing a 
private Perfon during the whole Life of his Mo- 
ther. Polemon his Father judged thus of him, 
and therefore when he died, paffing him by, be- 
queathed the Realm to his Wife. Pythodoris his 
Mother had no better Opinion of him. She af- 
fumed the Adminiftration, and kept it to her latt 
Moment. And tho’ fhe married a fecond Husband, 
and was thereby obliged to leave her own State’ 
to live in that of her Spoufe, yet fhe retain’d the 
Sovereignty, and direéted the Affairs of it (ata 
Diftance) by her own Authority, without com- 
mitting it to her Son. He lived, as it 1s proba- 
ble, above 20 Years under her without any Marks 
of Ambition or Impatience; and ac laft, after ex- 
OcroBER 1736. T ercifing 
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ercifing the Regal Funétion for as long a Space, 
furrendered his Dominions up to the Romans from 
whom his Anceftor had received them. 

The Hiftorians that fpeak of his Abdication 
have no where afcertained the exact Time of it, 
only in general that it was in Nero’s Reign. That 
Monfter died 4. R. 822. The Medal we laft de- 
{cribed, ftruck in the 24th of Polemon, evinces 
him to have been upon the Throne 4. R. 815. fo 
that he left it between 81f and 822, or 61 and 
68 of Chrift: this is all we can fay concerning it. 
From the whole it is evident, that this Monarchy, 
firft eftablifhed by nthony A. R.713, had but a 
fhort Duration of about 102 or 109 Years, under 
three Princes, Polemon I. Pythodoris his 2d Wife, 
and Polemon \I. their Son. This Period furnifhes 
us two /Eras, one of 78 Years, from 4. R. 713 
to 792, when Pythodoris died; and the other of 
24. Years at the leaft, or at moft of 30, viz. from 
792 to 81s or 822 from the Foundation of 
Rome. 

Thus our Author has Jaid before us, in a Chro- 
nological Order, whatfoever is to be found in 
Hiftory relating to Pythodoris, her Family and 
her Dominions. His next Task is to examine 
and difprove an Affertion broached by Meff. Se- 
guin and Vaillant: This is abfolutely requifite for 
the Explication of the Medals of that Queen, 
and will afford an Anfwer to M. De Surbec’s firft 
Queftion, which was, “ Whether there were not 
© two Pythodoris’s, and to which of them the 
«© Medals belong’d?” 

Thefe learned Antiquaries have faid, that the 
Daughter of our Pythodoris, who was Wife of 
Cotys King of Zhrace, was of the fame Name 
with her Mother. They found this Chimera on 
a Medal in the French King’s Cabinet, on which 


2 they 
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they read BASIAIS=A ITYOO..... TOE z, 1.¢€. BA- 
SIAIZZA MITOOAQPIE KoTYOS, which fignifies 
Queen Pythodoris, Wite of Cotys: Upon which 
they thus reafon: ** The Daughter of Polemon 
“© and Pythodoris, Monarchs ot Portus, was un- 
“© doubtedly the Wife of Cotys King of Thrace; 
“* therefore the Daughter, 7c. was called Pytho- 
*¢ doris as well as her Mother.” 

In Reply to this our Author obferves, Firft, That 
the King’s Medal can be of no Service to them, 
all the Letters that were between PY@Q and Tos 
being defac’d. Secondly, M. Seguin himfelf, 
more cautious or better inform’d than M. Vail- 
lant, is not pofitive that the maimed Word muft 
be read TIY@oaONPIZ, he only fays it may be 
TIYOR or MT@onIKH. However, he is ftill {ure 
of two Pythodoris’s, becaule he fees two in Stra- 
bo; one the Wife of Polemon King of Pontus, 
Mother of the other who was the Spoufe of Co- 
tys King of Thrace. But Father Souciet affirms, 
that neither Strabo, nor any other ancient Writer, 
has at all mentioned the Name of the latter of 
thefe Ladies; and which is admirable, M. Seguin 
himfelf owns prefently after that he has no where 
met with it; but that one may fuppofe fhe was 
called after her Mother. Thirdly, Our Author 
asks, whether korYo= be the only Name that 
terminates in Yo=? Indeed it muft be granted, he 
fays, that if Tos was really on the Medal, M. 
Seguin’s Conjecture, and the KoTYo= as he has re- 
ftored it, might be very allowable: But Fourthly, 
M.l’Abbe de Rhotelin has demonftrated by com- 
paring his Medal with that in-the King’s Cabinet, 
that it is ofs and not Yo= which isonit. The 
Defe& of his Majefty’s Medal in that Part of the 
Legend, prevented Meff. Seguin and Vaillant’s 
truly reading the Letters that are almoft de- 

pe fac’d, 
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fac’d, and their Prepoffeflion might eafily tranf- 
pofe them. For ina word, Fifthly, The Medal 
of Pythodoris (perfeétly preferv’d) in the Cabi- 
net of M. l’Abbe de Rhotelin, which, it may be, 
contains the fineft Series of filver Medals in the 
World, prefents us an inconteftable Evidence of 
the Error of thefe two Antiquaries, otherwife fo 
judicious: for there we diftinétly perceive, with- 
out the leaft Poffibility of Deception, Mreoaa- 
Piz ETOYS Z. Thereis then no Reafon to fay thefe 
Medals were ftruck for the Wife of Cotys, nor 
confequently that the Name of that Queen was 
Pythodoris. Our Author thinks it more than pro- 
bable fhe was not called fo; becaufe, Sixthly, It 
feems not to have been ufual in thofe Countries 
for Daughters to be called after their Mothers: 
as we fee Pythodoris of Pontus was certainly na- 
med after her Father. Seventhly, The Manner 
in which Strabo diftinguifhes thefe two Princeffes 
from one another, furnifhes Father Souciet with 
a farther Advantage again{t his learned Antago- 
nifts. That famous Geographer thus expreffes 
himfelf: °° Pythodoris had by Polemon two Sons 
“© anda Daughter. This laft was married to Co- 
“¢ tys. After his Death fhe continued a Widow, 
“« having Children by him; the eldeft of which 
“¢ reigned in his ftead. As to the Sons of Py- 
“¢ ¢hodoris, one of them lived privately under her 
“© Government, 7c.” Our Author juftly re- 


oC FR 


. marks, that had thefe Queens been both Pythodo- 


ris, he would have diftinguifhed one of them by 
fome peculiar Epithet or Charatteriftick. He 
would, for Inftance, have faid, ** As for the Sons 
© of Pythodoris the Mother,” or rather, ® As for 
“ the Sons of Pythodoris Queen of Pontus.” 
Otherwife he would be very equivocal, and his 
Readers might think he was ftill fpeaking of Py- 
thodoris 
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thodoris the younger, and her Sons; and that after 
telling them what became of the eldeft, he was 
proceeding to acquaint them with the Fortune of 
the reft. 

Father Souciet, tho’ one would think he had a- 
bundantly eftablifhed his Opinion, yet adds to all 
thefe, two other Reafons againft that of his Ad- 
verfaries, which it would be fuperfluous to men- 
tion; as nothing, after what has been faid, can add 
to ourConviction. He has by what he has faid fuffici- 
ently anfwered the firft Queftion propofed to him; 
and left it no longer a Doubt to what Pythodoris 
the Medals infcribed with that Name are to be 
attributed. He has now only to confider, what 
is the ALra on the two Medals of that Princefs, and 
what the celeftial Signs on the Reverfe of them 
fignify: upon the Determination of the firft, the 
Refolution of a fourth Query neceffarily follows, 
viz. What Emperor it was whofe Head is im- 
prefs’d on them? 

Both the Medals have one and the fame Epo- 
cha Z, or 60. They were both therefore ftampt 
in the fame Year, and point out an A®ra which 
commenc’d fixty Years earlier. This Aira can 
relate only to the Emperor whofe Head appears 
on one Side of the Medals, or to Pythodoris 
whofe Name is on the other. If it refers to the 
Emperor, it cannot denote any thing but the 
Years of his Reign; if it relates to Pythodoris, it 
muft refpect either her Family, her Perfon in par- 
ticular, or her Dominions in general. That it 
cannot accord with the Years either of Auguftus 
or Tiberius, our Author eafily proves; neither of 
them having reigned fo long. It muft regard 
Pythodoris therefore ; but that cannot be on ac- 
count of her Family: her Father, tho’ immenfe- 
ly oppulent, was only a private Perfon, and could 
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not, on any fcore, be the Founder of an Era. 
This Epocha then is reduced to P ythodoris’ s Per- 
fon, or to her Dominions. If to the firit, it muft 
denote the Year of her Reign over Pontus, or 
Cappadocia; or abfolutely, the Goth fince her 
Elevation toa Throne. But this cannot be, fince 
her Sovereignty was of a much fhorter Duration ; 
and did not extend beyond 48 Years at the far- 
theft. 

It remains therefore that it muft be the Era of 
one of her States. It is plain to our Author, it 
cannot be that of Cappadocia. [I fhall pafs over 
his Proof of this Negative. He is rather too 
copiousand punctual in his Demonftrations. If he 
can affure us what a Thing is, we will excufe his 
infifting upon what it is nor. Pofitive Argu- 
ments lie within a moderate Compafs; negative 
ones are infinite.] It is then the Aéra of Pontus 
that is exprefs’d by 2, or 60: and in effet, the 
Types on the Reverfes of the two Medals will 
evince their having been coined inthat Kingdom.* 

Having found to what the Afra we are in 
fearch of refers, our Author is next to enquire 
when it took place. The Original of it, we may 
be fure, refts fomewhere between the Year of 
Rome 690, the Time when the Romans firtt 
meddled with the Affairs of Pontus, and the Year 
of Rome 732, which was 60 Years before the 
Death of Pythodoris. It is within this Interval of 
about 40 Years that the Afra of thefe Medals 
ought to commence; and itsCommencement will 
give us the Time in which they were ftruck. 'To 
find the Beginning of this Aira, our Author en- 
ters into a minute Examination of all the forego- 
ing Epochas. 

The firft which has any relation to Pontus, are 
Pompey’s Victories over Mithidrates, and the en- 
* See P. 507 & 308. tire 
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tire Defeat of that Prince; when the Conqueror 
difpofed of all his Dominions, 4. R. 690. before 
Chrift 65. But neither Polemon nor Pythodoris 
being, as Father Souciet fully evinces, concerned 
in thefe Events; they could hardly give Rife to 
an /E/.ra that was proper to their Medals. 

The Recovery of Pontus from Pharnaces by 
Fulius Cefar +, which fell out 4. R. 708. 47 
Years before Chrift, is an Epoque which it feems 
has a favourable Circumitance to recommend it, 
and for which our Author was ftrongly inclined 
to acquiefce in its if, on the other hand, it had 
not laboured under fome infuperable Objections: 
For nothing had happened to Pontus by this Re- 
volution, of Importance enough to occafion a 
new Afra; it was an Affair in which Pythodoris 
could not be any ways interefted; and moreover, 
the thing would not do in point of Computation. 
For which Reafons it is rejected, as well as ano- 
ther, which will no better fuit with the prefent 
Exigence; and that is, the Advancement of 4u- 


guftus to the Empire, 4. RX. 712. Before Chritt 
43- 
But at laft the Father has met with an Epoque 


that will do, and anfwer at all Points: and that is, 
the Erection of Pontus (till then a Roman Pro- 
vince) into a Kingdom, in favour of Polemon. 
This he concludes to have been done by Anthony, 
A. R.713. Before Chrift 42. When after the 
Battel of Pdilippi he went into the Ea/ff, where 
he fet Crowns and Monarchies to Sale, and difpo- 
fed of them at his Pleafure. Pontus was one of 
T 4 thefe, 

+ Pompey, upon the Divifion of the States of Mithidrates, 
reduced Pontus to a Roman Province. Pharnaces, who was 
the Son of Mithidraies, fome time after got Poffeffion of it, 
Cefar marched againft him, and fo quickly routed and ex- 


pelled him, that he faid of that Expedition, He did but go, 
and fee, and overcome. 
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thefe, which it is likely Polemon might have a 
good Pennyworth: For our Author thinks it was 
this Year, that, by way of Acknowledgment, he 
ftruck the Medal, of which M. Patin has obliged 
us with a Copy in his Suetonius, p. 298. On one 
Side is the Head of M. Anthony crowned with 
Laurel. The Legend, M. ANTQNIOS ATT. TPI- 
ON ANSPON. The Reverle is the Head of Po- 
lemon, bound with a Diadem, and BASIABQ= 
TIOAEMQNO®. 

This was an Event worthy of anew Aim: a 
Realm created, and a Laodicean, till then a pri 
vate Perfon, and of a Plebeian Family, raifed to 
the Throne of it. Here was a vaft Change in the 
State of Poxtus; a mighty Honour and Benefit 
conferr’d on Polemon; jointly conftituting an E- 
pogue both for a Country and Family: an E- 
poque glorious for the one, and a Novelty at leaft 
to the other. Or, in other Words, here were 
two Reafons for founding an Aira, which Pontus 
and Polemon had Caufe to record upon their Mo- 
nies. Pythodoris was under an Engagement to do 
the fame, feeing fhe immediately fucceeded Pole 
mon in the Government of that Kingdom: So 
that upon the whole we may be fure, it is no o- 
ther than the 6oth Year of this A“ra which is the 
Epoque upon her Medals. 

Our Author has a very ingenious Conjecture as 
to the particular Inducemenr for ftriking them. 
We have feen what befel rchelaus the fecond 
. Husband of Pythodoris, at Rome, in the forego- 
ing Year. He there fell a Victim to the unjuft 
Refentments of a falfe and revengeful Tyrant. 
Pythodoris was return’d to her State of Pontus, 
from whence fhe had been abfent ever fince her 
Marriage with the King of Cappadocia. The 
Thunder was fall’n too near her, to be entirely 

I infenfible 
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infenfible of it. The Stratagem that had been 
employed to entice Archelaus to Rome, and the 
barbarous Treatment he there inftantly met with, 
made her fufficiently fenfible what fhe had to ap- 
prehend from an Emperor of Ziberius’s Character. 
This fage and prudent Princefs then, upon the 
critical Junéture of retiring to her own Domini- 
ons,bethought her of the propereft Method for con- 
ciliating his Favour, in order tofecure the Poffeflion 
of them; and fo ftampt thefe Medals, as a kind of 
Homage to him, and a Pledge of her Fidelity 
and Attachment to the Romans: of which (as 
we fhall fee more hereafter) fhe calls the Gods 
that were moft devoutly worfhipped in Pontus to 
be Vouchers. Father Souciet thinks, no body, 
after what has been faid, can queftion, whether 
any of the foregoing Epochas, like this, will 
anfwer to that upon the Medals of Pythodoris. 
However, he does not ftop here; he confiders 
fome others, that are fubfequent to this, in their 
Courfe, to try if any of them will correfpond with 
it as this has done. He finds none that will pleafe, 
and he pronounces his entire Acquiefcence in that 
which he has affign’d. 

It will perhaps, as he fays, be enquired, From 
whence it proceeds, that Polemon Il. Son of Po- 
lemon, and of Pythodoris, who inftituted and ob- 
ferved this AEra, fhould reject it, and ftamp a 
different one upon his Medals? The Grounds of 
this Condué have been already hinted, but here 
they are more explicitly fet forth: The Princes 
bordering upon, or within the Confines of, the 
Roman Empire, more fubjeé to it than their Sub- 
jeéts were to them, ftampt thefe Sorts of Aras 
upon their Coins, only by way of Court to that for- 
midable Power: The Numbers we fee on them 
are always Memorials of fome Grace they had re- 
ceiv’d, 
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ceiv’d, and Monuments of their grateful Acknow- 
ledgment. Polemon I. and Pythodoris deduced 
their A®ra from 4nthony’s Grant to them of Pon- 
tus. If Polemon II. their Son had fat upon the 
Throne by Right of Inheritance and Succeffion, 
as Pythodoris did after the Death of her Husband, 
he would, like her, have continued the A®ra of 
his Father. But fince he became King of Pon- 
tus merely by virtue of Caligula’s Donation, this 
was a new Favour which had no Conneétion 
with the other, to which his Father and Mother 
had been indebted, and which therefore they on- 
ly were obliged to commemorate. And as Pytho- 
doris had under Tiberius tampt upon her Medals 
the Abra of dnthony’s Grace to her, confirmed 
by Auguftus, Tiberius’s adopted Father, it became 
Polemon 1. under the Government of Nero, to 
reckon upon his from a new Epoque, derived 
from a Benefit of the like Nature, beftowed up- 
on him by Caligula who was Nero’s adopted Fa- 
ther: And undoubtedly he defign’d by this Mark 
of Refpeét and Gratitude to merit Nero’s Proteéti- 
on, and fecure himfelf in his new Sovereignty. 
We have now had a full Decifion of the firft 
Query, viz. What is the AZra imprefs’d on the 
Medals of Pythodoris? And as we have already 
obferv’d, the Refolution of this neceffarily in- 
fers that of the fecond, viz. Who was the Em- 
eror reprefented on each of them? It was un- 
doubtedly Ziberius. In this Father Souciet is po- 


. fitive, though he has been encountred with an 


Objection againft it, * from the Airs of the Heads,” 
which are more fuitable, it is faid, to uguftus 
than to his Son-in- Law. But inReply tothis he re- 
marks, Firft, that Airs of Heads are, upon feve- 
ral Accounts, too equivocal Things to judge by. 
Secondly, That in Fact, the Head on the Medal 
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in M. de Rbotelin’s Cabinet has an aquiline Nofe; 
which is not that of Auguflus, but is perfectly a- 
greeable to Tiberius. And thirdly, That the Sign 
Capricorn near the Aéra on that Medal, which is 
indeed frequently onthofe of Auguftus, and which 
he fuppofes to have had no little Influence in the 
forming of this Objection, is no way peculiar to 
him, but is found on the Medals of other Empe- 
rors, and on this has no manner of Relation to 
the Head it accompanies. Which leads to the 
third Queftion our Author undertook to confi- 
der, viz. What do the celeftial Signs upon thefe 
Medals fignify? 

The Medal in the King’s Cabinet has 
on it the Imprefs of Libra, the Figure of Ca- 
pricorn is on that in the Abbe de Rbotelin’s. 
Our Author thinks neither of thefe Signs were 
put upon thefe Medals on the Score of Auguftus. 
They have a Reference to fomething quite diffe- 
rent, of which Father Souciet has given us this 
Explanation. There were two Months of the 
Year that were deify’d by the People of Pontus. 
One of them was called the Month of Pharnaces, 
the other 4merius, after the Name of the Place 
where a Temple was ereéted to it. Thefe two 
Months were worfhipped as grand Deities. That 
of Pharnaces was held in {uch high Veneration, 
that the moft facred Oath, and which was alfo 
ftiled the Royal one, was, To {wear by the For- 
tune of the King and by the Month Pbharnaces. 
— Nothing can be likelier than that the Months 
which were fo eminently dignified were thofe 
wherein the Sun enters the Cardinal Points of 
the Heavens, that are, as it were, the Rulers of 
the feveral Seafons of the Year, which thencom- 
mence. It is remarkable that two of thofe Points 
are juft at the Entrance of the two Signs that are 


on Pythodoris’s Medals. The Autumnal Equinox 
is 
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is at the Beginning of one, and the Winter Sol- 
ftice at that of the other. It is very probable 
therefore that they were the Months commenfu- 
rate with thefe Signs which were ador’d at Pon- 
tus, that one was ftiled the Month of Pharnaces, 
and that Amerius was the Name of the other. 
Strabo, as our Author remarks, upon the men- 
tion of thefe Months, takes occafion to {peak of 
two others that were likewife deified in Zia. So 
that there were in all, four that were treated with 
divine Honours; juft fo many as there are Cardi- 
nal Points of the Zodiac. Our Author is pleafed 
with this Circumftance of the Number, which 
he thinks corrobrates his Opinion of the deified 
Months being the Cardinal ones ; that is to fay, 
thofe in which the two Solftices and the two E- 
quinoxes happen; andisvery inclinable to fuppofe, 
that the two which were Gods in Pontus, were 
thofe of the Autumnal Equinox and Winter Sol- 
ftice. Libra and Capricorn then being the Signs 
of thefe, he is thoroughly perfuaded that Pytho- 
diris caufed them to be engraved on her Medals, 
as the Types or Symbols of thofe Months which 
were fo greatly rever’d in her Dominions; in 
like manner as other Princes and Nations were 
wont to reprefent upon theirs the Gods which 
they efpecially honoured, or fome Badge, or At- 
tribute of them. Wherefore, as he concludes, 
there is nothing that can oblige us to look for 
Auguftus upon the Reverfes of thefe Medals, on 
which nothing appears lefs agreeable to Tiberius 
than to him, but which, all Things confidered, 
he verily believes, are applicable to Tiberius only. 
I have enlarg’d in this Abftra& beyond what 
I defigned when I firft undertook it, and yet I 
wifh | have not been fhorter than is confiftent 


with Perfpicuity. Difcourfes of this Nature are 
hardly 
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hardly to be..compréhended by once reading: 
That was all I had time for with the Original. 
However, I hope thofe who will beftow a fecond 
Perufal on this Tranflation, will not be at a 
Lofs for the Author’s Meaning; ;which I be- 
lieve has been feldom (if at ali) mifreprefented, 
as nothing material in his Differtation has been 
omitted, As the Scarcity of new Engiifb Books 
was the Caufe of dwelling fo long upona French 
one, fo if fomething better in our own Language 
don’t interfere, The Chronological Hiftory of the 
Cimmerian Bofphorus will perhaps follow in our 
next Number. 

N. B. The French Differtations are fold by 
Peter Dunoyer, at Evafmus’s Head, oppofite Exe- 
ter Change in the Strand. 





AR‘T’FG@LE XVII. 

Les AMUSEMENS DE Spa: Or, Fhe Gallan- 
tries of the Spaw in Germany. Contain- 
ing, I. The Nature of, the feveral Springs, 
with ther fingular Virtues and Ufes. II. 
T he Reafons (béfides: that of drinking the 
Waters) why theyrare frequented by People 
of the firft Quality... Wl. The various Di- 
verfions and Amufements of the Place. IV. 
The Hiftories and Adventures of the princi- 
pal Perfons reforting to it: Intermixt with 
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innumerable Strokes of the moft refined Wit, 
Humour, Gaiety, Ge Tranflated from 
the French Original. London: Printed 


for Meff. Ward and Chandler, at the Ship 
without ‘Temple-Bar; and fold at their 
Shops, at the Ship in Coney-ftreet, York, 
and the Corner of the Long-Room-ftreet, 
at Scarborough Spaw. 1736. Two Vol. 


I2M0. 


S thefe Volumes were profeffedly intended 
for Amufement, fo they are very well cal- 
culated to anfwer that Purpofe. But really the 
Reader, who is not very carelefs and fuperficial, 
will not mifs in them of Inftruétion, tho’ couch’d 
under very diverting Relations. Mirth gives a 
delightful Relifh to Wifdom; and if it is not 
too much cloyed, it nourifhes never the lefs for be- 
ing fo recommended to the Palate. In the pre- 
fent State of human Nature, good Counfel is 
like Phyfick, it will fcarcely go down without 
being difguifed or fweetned. Our Author has 
drawn a great Diverfity of Charaéters, and fur- 
nifhed us with a thoufand diverting Incidents. 
He delights our Imaginations, and our Under- 
f{tandings are never the worfe for it; may, as I 
have faid, it will be our own ‘Faults if they are 
not fomeway improved. Here we may find a 
Multitude of Things to pleafe, but not any thing 
to perverts; to charm the Fancy without depra- 
ving the Morals, or fhocking the Virtue of the 
mott innocent. 
It can’t be expected I fhould give any other 
than a general Account of this entertaining Work ; 
which 
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which may be confidered as the Performance of 
an excellent Painter: A Collection of curious 
Portraits, reprefenting the true Beauties of the 
fair Sex, and the fine Gentlemen of ours, as 
well as Prudes and Coquets, Beaux and Cox- 
combs. The Author has fhewn himfelf a Ma- 
fter of his Art, and exprefs’d the Features to Per- 
fe&tion. Moft that look into it will encounter 
their own Effigies. Happy would it be for fome 
if they could but difcern the Similitude;. they 
would, on fuch a Difcovery, be uneafy under 
their Deformities, and either hide or corre& them. 
But few can difcern the Likenefs of their own 
Pictures, becaufe tho’ they can form a true and 
familiar Idea of them, they can hardly frame any 
of their own Countenances: This is, more or 
lefs, the Misfortune of our whole Species, for 
which, the Advice of a judicious Friend, or the 
Reproach of Enemies, is the beft Remedy. 

Thofe who in perufing thefe Stories meet with 
the Reprefentation of their own amiable Quali- 
ties, may perhaps be as infenfible of the Parallel 
as others who have lefs Reafon to be {fatisfied: 
Modefty and Self-diftruft generally accompany 
true Merit; and thofe who approve and can judge 
of real Worth, are too polite to praife them to 
their Face; however, they will feel a fecret Com- 
placency that raptures the Mind even when it is 
not direétly confcious of the Source of it. 

The Tranflation of thefe Amufemens into Eng- 
lifo was done by M. Hans De Feil, Son of that 
eminent Juftice of Peace, who has lately diftin- 
guifhed himfelf beyond moft of his Brethren in 
the Bufinefs of his Occupation. It is to be pree 
fumed he has transfus’d into his Verfion all the 
Graces of the Original. Concerning which, the 
Author in his Introduétion only fays, That his In- 


tention 
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tention therein was by no means to recount the 
Properties, or extol the Virtues of the Mineral 
Waters at Spa. A Detail of that Kind, which 
directly falls within the Compafs of Phyfick, ufe- 
ful as it might be upon another Occafion, would 
be impertinent in a Work which promifes no- 
thing but Amufement. In the mean time, he 
does not defign to excufe himfelf from communi- 
cating the little Obfervations which he made 
there, or the Cures he was Witnefs to. He only 
endeavours to avoid the Stile of a Phyfician; and 
when the Subject naturally leads him to mention 
the Qualities of thofe Springs, he always does it 
intelligibly, and fuitably to the common Level; 
becaufe the chief Aim of this Book is, by de- 
fcribing the Recreations which he found at Spa, 
to give a general Notion of the Diverfions there 
to thofe whom a View to Health, or a View to 
Pleafure, may invite thither. 





ARTICLE XVII. 


Hiftoire & Defcription generale du Jaron 5 
ou l’on trouvera tout ce ou’on a pu ap- 
prendre de la Nature & des Produdtions 
du Pays, du Caractere & des Coutumes 
des Habitans, du Governement & du 
Commerce, des Revolutions arrivées 
dans l’Empire & dans la Religion; & 


YExamen de tous les Auteurs qui ont 
ecrit 
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ecrit fur le meme fujet. Avec les Faftes 
Chronologiques de la Decouverte du 
nouveau Monde. Enrichie de Figures 
en taille-douce. Par la Pere De Charle~ 
voix, de la Compagnie de Jefus. A Pa- 
vis. 1736, 


That is, 


A general Hiftory and Defsription of Jaron; 
comprehending a full and particular Ac- 
count of the Climate and Productions of 
the Place, the Charatéer and Cuffoms of 
the Inhabitants, its Government and Com- 
merce, the Revolutions both Civil and Re- 
ligious, which have happened in the Em- 
pire; and an Examination of all the Au- 
thors that have written upon this SubjeG, 
&e. 9g Vol. 12m0. The whole illuftra- 
ted by a general Map, and Draughts of 
the Buildings, Habits, and moft remark- 
able Curiofities of the Country. Printed 
at Paris, and fold here by Peter Dunoy- 
er at Erafmus’s Head over-againf} Exe- 
ter-Change iz the Strand. 


T is the firft Volume of this Work that I 


would now give an account of. Ic confifts of 
fixteen Chapters: The firft treats of the feveral 
OcTOBER 1736. U Names 
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Names of Japon, its Extent and Situation, and 
the Iflands of which it is compofed. 

The fecond Chapter contains the natural Hifto- 
ry of this remote Region. Father Charlevoix tells 
us the aponefes are mightily prejudiced in Fa- 
vour of their own Climate: and it cannot be de- 
nied, he fays, but that it is very healthy, feeing 
the People live long, the Women are very fruit- 
ful, and Diftempers are few in it. However, the 
Weather is uncertain, the Snow in Winter pro- 
digious, and the Cold exceedingly piercing ; while 
on the other hand the Summer Heats are intole- 
rable, efpecially in the Dog-Days. It rains often, 
and at all times of the Year; but there falls moft 
in Fune and Fuly, which, for that Reafon, they 
call Water Months. Thunder and Lightning 
are very frequent. 

Its Seas are the moft hazardous that can be, 
not only by the Multitude of Rocks, which are 
hardly avoidable, but the Whirlpools, and Spouts 
(as we call them) which are commoner in them 
than any others. The ‘apone/es fancy thefe laft 
to be Water-Dragons with long Tails. Some- 
where on the Coaft there are two Gulphs or 
Whiripools which our Author defcribes, as more 
perilous than any others. One of them roll’d a- 
bout a little [fland or Rock with fuch a furpri- 
zing Rapidity, as to put it all ina Tremble. This 
Circumftance I fuppofe our Reverend Father 
took from the Faponefe Poets, who fpeak often 
of this Narrotto [that’s the Name of it]. It is, 
it feems, an inexhauftible Fund to them, of Si- 
mile’s and moral Refleétions; and our Author 
might have added, of Fictions alfo: Of which 
the Trepedation here mentioned may be one. E- 
very Body keeps off it as far as they can; and : 

mu 
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muft fhake with a Witnefs to be perceivable at a 
great Diftance. 

The Land is for the moft part Mountainous, the 
Soil ftoney, and naturally, not very fertile: but 
the indefatigable Induftry of the Natives fup- 
plies that Defeét, and they have cultivated the 
very Rocks, on which there is hardly any Cover- 
ing of Earth. Frefh Water is here in the ut 
moft Plenty. One meets every where with 
Springs, Lakes, and Rivers; of which laft fome 
are fo rapid as not to be paffed without great Dan- 
ger, nor will they admit of any Bridges being 
built over them. Few Places are fo liable to 
Earthquakes as Fapon. The People are fo inu- 
red to them, that they fcarce create any Terror: 
tho’ fome of them fubvert whole Cities. The 
People attribute thefe dreadful Concuffions to a 
great Whale which they fancy under the Earth. 
Father Charlevoix has been informed that there 
are fome Places which are exempt from thefe 
Commotions; as the Ifle of Gotto, the little [Mand 
of Sikubifima, and the Mountain of Koja/an. 
The Vulgar are perfuaded that this peculiar Fe- 
licity is the Effeé&t of the powerful Proteétion of 
the Tutelary Gods of thofe Places; whereas o- 
thers who have lefs Superftition, but as little Phi- 
lofophy, fuppofe it is owing to their being feated 
juft over the Center of the Earth. Notwith- 
ftanding this Country is fo liable to Earthquakes, 
yet, which is ftrange, it abounds with Volca- 
no’s: our Author particularifes feveral. He tells 
us likewife of divers mineral and hot Waters: ba- 
thing in which, is their Method of Cure for the 
Venereal Diftemper, which the Portugue/é intro- 
duced to their Acquaintance, and for other Dif- 
orders; which yet it feldom entirely eradicates ; 
either becaufe they are impatient of bathing often 

Uz enough, 
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enough, or do notobfervea due Regimen: Their 
Ailments moft commonly return after a while, 
and they attribute the Failure, not to their own 
Ignorance or Neglect, but to the Weaknefs of 
the Waters. The Priefts draw a more certain Ad- 
vantage from thefe medicinal Fountains. They 
afcribe to them the Efficacy of purifying Sinners. 
Each has a Crime appropriated to it, and its Vir- 
tue extends to no other. 

The many burning Mountains in Fapon prove 
that it is impregnated with vaft Quantities of 
Sulphur: and in fact, few Places abound more 
in this Mineral, which is the Bafis of all Me- 
tals. 

There is Gold in feveral of the Provinces, and 
one of the largeft Branches of the Revenue arifes 
from it. No Mine can be opened without a 
Royal Licence, but efpecially thofe of Gold; of 
which the King referves to himfelf two thirds of 
the Produce: It’s true, the Proprietors have the 


_ Art of making their Share at leaft equal with his 


Majefty’s. Our Author acquaints us with the Si- 
tuation of the richeft of thefe Mines, as alfo of two 
Silver ones of vaft Value. He tells us likewife 
of acompound Metal exceeding precious; they 
call it Sowaas, itis a Mixture of Copper and a 
{mall Proportion of Gold. This Compofition is 
not peculiar to the Faponefes; but no other Peo- 
ple can make or ufe it fo well as they. 

The Copper which grows in Fapon is alone 
fufficient to enrich it. At prefent it is the chief 
Commodity the Dztch export from thence, and 
they find it very profitable. Brafs is very rare 
there and much dearer than Copper, by reafon of 
their having no Lapis Calaminaris nearer than 
Tonquin. In the Province of Bango and one or 
two other Places there is fome Tin; but it is fo 
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white and fine, that it’s almoft equal in Price with 
Silver: It is very little ufed in thefe Coun- 
tries. 

Iron is got only upon the Borders of three Pro- 
vinces, viz. Bigen, Bitfin, and Mimafaka; but 
then they have it there in great Abundance. They 
refine it at thofe Places and fell it for nearly the 
fame as Copper. Sea-Coal is not fearce in Fa- 
pan: They dig vaft Quantities out of Chicugen, 
the Parts about Kujanifia, and the Weftern Pro- 
vinces. 

They have neither Antimony nor Sal Armoni- 
ac in ‘Fapon, nor are they acquainted with the 
Ules of either of thofe Minerals. Quickfilver 
and Borax come to them from China. Sublimate 
Mercury is very rare, and extravagantly dear: It 
is a principal Ingredient in a Mercurial Wath, 
which they pretend is an infallible Cure for Ul- 
cers, Cancers, and fuch like Maladies. They 
take native Cinnabar internally for feveral Difeafes; 
what is artificial they employ in Colours: They 
import both from China. 

Our Author fays fomething of their Pearls and 
Gems, which are nothing extraordinary, and fo I 
fhall make no farther mention of them. Naptha 
and Amber-gris, both which they have, were of 
no great Account with them, efpecially the laft, 
till they found how much it was fought after by 
the Chinefes and Hollanders. Waptha they have 
out of a River in the Province of Fetfngo; it is 
of a reddifh Colour: They burn it in their Lamps 
inftead of Oil. Ambergris is gathered in feveral 
Places on their Coafts: befides, they extract a 
great deal out of the Inteftines of a particular 
Sort of Whale. This coftly Drug is ufually mix- 
ed with the Excrements of that Animal, which 


are like Lime, and almoft as hard as a Stone. 
U 3 How- 
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However, our Author thinks it is not originally 
form’d in the Inteftines of that Creature ; but 

rows at the Bottom of the Ocean, where that 
vait Fifth finds it, and feedsupon it. What his 
Bowels afford, is only that which happens not to be 
expell’d when he is taken. Ic is at firft of a very 
difagreeable Form; flat, glutinous, like Cow- 
dung, and of a filthy Odour. They divide it in- 
to {mall Pieces, and make them into Balls. In 
time it hardens, and acquires its fine Properties: 
It is very often countertcited or adulterated. 

The Seas about Fapon are full of marine Plants, 
Corals, beautiful Stones, Sponges, and great Va- 
riety of the fineit Shells: but the Zapone/fes value 
them fo little that they rarely gather any of 
them; and if at any time the Fifhermen draw 
them up in their Nets, they carry them to the 
next Temple of Febis, who is the Neptune of Fa- 
pon; as an Offering or Tribute which is due to 
him, of the Rarities of the Element he prefides 
over. 

Father Charlevoix, after enumerating the Ma- 
nufaétures and Commodities the Faponefe trafick 
in, tells us, there is but one Weight and one Mea- 
fure throughout the whole Empire. Formerly all 
the Provinces differed with refpe& both to thefe 
and the Value of their Money; but excellent Re- 
gulations have been made in all three, by the 
Princes of the preient Race. [Such a Reform 
with regard to Weights and Meafures is no where 
more needed than in England, where there is fuch 
a Diverfity and Licentioutnefs allowed of in thefe 
things, as is a Difgrace to any Community.] Our 
Author has given us not only the Worth, but the 
Figures alfo of their Coins. 

This 2d Chapter concludes with a fhort Ac- 
eount of the Fapone/e Porcelain. Father Charie- 
V0IN 
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voix had been affured by an ingenious Traveller 
who had refided long in China, that none of that 
Sort of Ware was made in Fapon; but that what 
we efteemed fo much in Europe, as the Work- 
manfhip of that Country, was ftill made for them 
in China, where they always go to buy it. It is 
owned, theFather fays, that they doat the fame time 
purchafea great deal there; butit is no lefstrue, that 
That which goes under the Name of Japon, is 
made in Figen, the largeft of the nine Provinces 
of Ximo. ‘The Matter of it is a whitifh Clay, 
which, though very pure of itfelf, they knead 
and wafh with infinite Pains, before it is brought 
to that Finenefs which 1s neceflary to render it 
tranfparent. The Toil of this Operation is fo 
exceffive, that it has given Rife to a Proverb, 
That human Bones are one of the Ingredients of Por- 
celain. ‘The ancient Porcelain of Fapon, our Au- 
thor fays, is univerfally efteemed above that of 
China; and it deferves the Preference on account 
of its fuperior Whitenefs. Of late it has degene- 
rated fomething,; and it is thought the right Me- 
thod of preparing it is partly loft. 

The third Chapter is taken up with a Defcrip- 
tion of the Cities, Burroughs, Villages, Caftles, 
Private- Houfes, and Gardens of Fapon; and ends 
with a few Words concerning what they call the 
Mortar of Kiomitz; the chief Ingredient of which 
is, a Refin that diftils from the Fir-trees that 

row on the neighbouring Mountains. 

The fourth Chapter inftruéts us in the manner 
of travelling in Fapon; and difcourfes of the Roads, 
the Bridges, the Equipage of Travellers, of the 
feveral Kinds of Boats, of the naval Architecture 
of the Faponefes, of their Pofts, and of their Inns 
or Houles for entertaining Travellers upon the 
Roads; with feveral other Particulars relating to 
U 4. this 
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this Subje&: ‘as for Inftance, concerning the 
Places appointed for the Refrefhment of Perfons 
on the High-way; the Reafons of the Roads 
being fo much throng’d; the Characters of the 
different Sorts of People that frequent them; the 
Harlots with which they are pefter’d; and fi- 
nally, the unlucky Days on which the Faponefe 
are afraid to go abroad, or undertake a Jour- 
ney. 

One might forma very advantageous Idea of 
travelling in ‘fapon, who only attended to the 
Beauties and Conveniences of the Roads in that 
Country. Our Author has given us a very agree- 
able Detail of them, at the Beginning of this 
Chapter: but nothing is without fome Alloy; 
and before we get to the End of it, we fee fo 
many things to difguft us, that to be rid of thefe 
a Man would be willing to part with the o- 
ther. 

At all Times; and in all Seafons, ‘the Roads are 
fo crowded that one might fancy the whole Na- 
tion was diflodg’d, and that the Inhabitants of all 
the Cities and Towns of the Empire had deferted 
their Houfes, and were changing their Abodes. 
This can’t fail of being a vexatious Encumbrance. 
But it muft be well nigh intollerable, when it is 
—— by the Importunity of a Multitude of 

Beggars, who will fcarce be refufed; or a Set of 
impertinent Pedlars who perpetually {top Paffen- 
gers to offer them their forry Toys or Eatables, 
And yet this is not the worft. Mendicants and 
Senban are to be got rid of at the Expence of 
a little Money; but there are Vermine of a far 
more pernicious Species that can hardly at any 
Rate be avoided. Thefe are the Courtezans, who 
fwarm in all the Houfes of Entertainment; efpe- 
cially in the little Towns and Villages of the 
Ifland 
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Ifland Nipon. At Mid-day, when thofe Wretch- 
es have attired and painted themf{elves, out they 
fally, and place themfelves at the Doors of the 
Publick Inns or their own Lodgings; impudent- 
ly inviting Travellers to prefer their Brothels to 
others; each thus recommending herfelf. Some- 
times thefe Mifcreants by their Quarrels and Bick- 
erings raife {uch Tumults as fet all the Country 
round them in an Uproar, and turn the High- 
ways into a Scene of Riot and Confufion. 

After this it will not be thought any very diffi- 
cult Paradox if we affert, That how delicious fo- 
ever their Roads may be, it can’t be very delight- 
ful travelling in Fapon. 

Amongft the Caufes of the publick Ways be- 
ing fo exceflively crowded, our Author reckons, 
the vaft Commerce that the feveral Provinces of 
the Empire carry on with each other; the incef- 
fant Pilgrimages on account of Devotion; the 
frequent Vifits the Grandees require of their Vaf- 
fals; and laftly, the like Obligation the Nobility 
themfelves are under in regard to the Emperor. 


In the fifth Chapter, Father Charlevoix has gi- 
ven us the wild Notions the Faponefe have of 
their Origin; together with his own Conjectures 
concerning their true Antiquity. He confutes 
the Opinion that has been entertained in Europe 
of their deriving of the Chinefe, and fhews that 
they rather came from Zartary. He then points 
out the Differences between them and the Cii- 
nefe in refpect of Language, Religion, Genius, 
and Cuftoms; and afterwards draws a Parallel be- 
tween them, which is intended only more ftrong- 
ly to mark out their Oppofition. His Character 
of the Faponefe is extremely engaging; quite the 
Reverfe to that of the fubtle, defigning, proud, 
diffem- 
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diffembling, covetous and fraudulent Chine/e. The 
Fapone/e are, as he tells us, on the contrary, frank, 
fincere, friendly, faithful to a Miracle, generous, 
forward to all good Offices, preventing one’s Ex- 
pectations with their Kindneffes, themfelves caring 
for little: which laft, by the way, is the Reafon of 
their defpifing Traffic as a low and vileEmployment 
The Commonalty of Fapon is poorer than that of 
ny other polite Nation; but their Poverty is 
fuch as produces Independence ; it is a Poverty, 
virtuous and honourable, like that of the ancient 
Romans. One finds among{t them no Superflui- 
ty, but inevery thing they poffefs, a Neatnefs that 
is perfectly charming. ‘Their Countenances be- 
fpeak abfolute Satisfaction, and a fovereign Con- 
tempt of every thing that is needlefs. All the 
Riches of this puiffant State are in the Hands of 
the Princes and great Lords, who know how to 
employ them, in that aftonifhing Magnificence 
wherein they feem to afpire above all other Peo- 
ple: There is a proportionable Contraft between 
them and the Vulgar: yet thefe latter do not in 
the leaft envy them. Conjugal Fidelity and all 
the Tics of Friendfhip are carried to the higheft 
Pitch in Fapow: the moft cruel Tortures cannot 
force them to betray a Truft. They are averfe to 
hazardous Games. They have ill Language in 
Abhorrence; are courteous to all, and refpeétful 
to their Superiors. However, we are not to 
think thefe ardmirable Qualities are attended with 
no Faults or Vices. Human Nature is not fo 
homogeneal. Accordingly, the Faponefes are 
haughty, feditious, exceflively vindictive, mi- 
ftruftful, and fufpicious. In fpight of their hard 
living, and the natural Severity of their Temper, 
they are more diffolute than any others. Yet ftill 


they are reclaimable: They haye an innate Love 
to 
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to Virtue, which they cherifh even while it con- 
demns their Practice. When they are reproved, 
and made fenfible of their Follies, they acknow- 
ledge the Obligation, and eafily return to their 
Duty: And our Author has been affured, that 
all the Grandees have domeftick Confidents, 
whofe Service entirely confifts, in obferving their 
Matter’s Behaviour, in order to cenfure every 
thing amifs in it. Ina word,they have all an ut- 
ter Averfion to Falfhood, and the moit trivial Lye 
is punifhed by them with Death. 

Father Charlevoix does not diveft the Chine/e of 
every good Property: They have fome in com- 
mon with his Favourites the Fapone/e; but then it 
is always in an inferior Degree. They are both 
fober, upright, zealous for the Commonweal, af- 
fable and polite; but ftill the Fapone/e are manifettly 
fuperior in the laft Article; and with refpeé to 
the reft, they a& upon more noble and generous 
Principles. Above all he celebrates their Probity 
of Mind, their Piety and Integrity of Heart: 
thefe are the pure Sources of every thing that 
is praife-worthy either in their Difpofitions, or in 
their Condu&. Thefe are not falfe or empty 
Applaufes: Our Author has proved them to be 
genuine, by a Variety of Examples. 

He has extended his Parallel to the Govern- 
ment, Polity, and even Exterior of the two Na- 
tions: He will not have the Compleéctions, the 
Countenances, the Airs, the Stature, the Garb, 
the Mien, or Addrefs of the Chinefe, to come 
into Competition with thofe of Fapon. 


In the fixth Chapter our Author fets forth the 
State of the Sciences in this Empire; and gives 
an Account of the Faponefe’s Care and Skill in 
the 
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the Education of their Children. He here like- 
wife treats of the polite Arts; of their Writings; 
of their Law and Adminiftration of Juftice; of 
their Academies; of their military Exercifes; of 
their Hiftory; of the State of Medicine; of the 
Small-Pox, and their Method of curing it; of 
two univerfal Remedies which they apply in all 
Diftempers; of their mechanick Arts; and of 
their Husbandry and Commerce. 

The Faponefe, cur Author fays, have very little 
Genius or Inclination for pure Speculation: If 
we except thofe Points that relate to Religion; 
about which the heathen Priefts are eternally dif- 
puting. But for Mathematicks, fimple Meta- 
phyficks, or natural Philofophy, they are very 
poorly vers’d inthem. They are almoft as igno- 
rant of Aftronomy as the American Savages. 
Their Architecture is wretched; and cheir Chro- 
nolopy, their Principles of the Elements, and 
their Manner of computing Times, mutt needs 
give us a very contemptible Idea of their Ability 
in the Sciences. 

There are three Epocha in vogue with them. 
One commenc’d with the Reign of Sya-mu, the 
firft of their Emperors, and the Head of the pre- 
fent Dynafty: It precedes the Chriftian Afra 660 
Years. They have borrowed two others from 
the Chine/fe. 

The Names they appropriate to the twelve ce- 
leftial Signs, they give alfo to the twelve Hours 
into which they divide the natural Day. And 
they are particularly careful in their Hiftories to 
fet down, not only the Day in which every thing 
fell out, but the Hour, and the Part even of that. 
The Day with them is, the Time of the Sun’s 
Motion between the two Horizons. It is evident 


by this, that their Hours muft be unequal in dif- 
ferent 
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ferent Seafons of the Year; however, it is faid 
they find no Inconvenience by that Circumftance. 
Their Year begins about the sth of February, jutt 
between the Winter Solftice and the Vernal E- 
quinox : But as the Fapone/e celebrate the Time of 
the New-Moon with the greateft Solemnity, fo 
they always reckon the New-Year from the Day 
of the Moon’s Change neareft the sth of the a- 
bove Month. Their Months are Lunar; but in 
every two or three Years, they allow thirteen 
Months to the Year; fo that in every 19 Years 
there are 7 of thefe longer ones. 

The Sexes are upon an equal Foot in Fapon 
with refpeét to Learning, and the Women are 
generally very knowing; as they are with-held 
from no Opportunities of Inftruction, fo the Lei- 
fure they enjoy, not being fuffered to meddle in 
any Affairs, allows them full Scope for Improve- 
ment. They are taught Eloquence, Ethic’s, 
Poetry and Painting. The ‘fapone/e arrive at great 
Attainments in thofe Branches of Literature. Their 
Oratory is extremely moving, and their Poefie 
is adorn’d with the fineft Graces. Above alt 
they excel in Theatrical Compofitions: Thefe 
Pieces are divided as ours are, of the like Nature, 
into Aéts and Scenes; the Plan is always in the 
Prologue, but the Plot is ftudioufly conceal’d, 
to keep the Audience in fufpence, and toenhance 
the Pleafure of the Difcovery. The Decorati- 
ons of the Stage are handfome, and nicely accom- 
modated to the Subjects. They often mix Inter- 
ludes with thefe Performances, of Dancing, or 
Feats of Buffoonery; but in their Tragedies and 
Comedies themfelves all is moral: The Stile of 
the former is emphatick and full of Energy. The 
Reprefentations are of fome very heroic Actions, 
and above all, of their Martyrs. 

They 
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They have a fingularTalent for Painting : they 
handle the Pencil with great Delicacy, but they 
feldom employ it in Portraits. Birds, Flowers, 
and fuch like are their favourite Figures; which 
they draw on Sheets of Paper, made for that Pur- 
pofe, fome of which are of an incredible Price: 
our Author fays, four thoufand Crowns of Gold. 

They are no Proficients in Mufick: Neither 
their Voice, their Method, nor any of their In- 
ftruments, are worth mentioning. 

They have many Books and Libraries. Their 
Books are all upon Morality, (of which they are 
great Profeffors) Hiftory, Divinity, or Phyfick. 
They have none upon Law: Their Laws are but 
few; yet they are fufficient, being framed with 
exquifite Wifdom, and executed (in direét Op- 
pofition to us) with no lefs Diligence and Re- 
{olution; without {paring the leaft Trefpafs. 

The Clergy are in Poffeffion of almoft all the 
Learning that is amongft the Faponefe; they pre- 
fide over the Colleges, and accordingly the Edu- 
cation of all the Children is committed to them; 
under whofe Tutelage they continue till the Age 
of fourteen: It is faid they feldom go out of the 
Hands of thefe Guardians, immaculate. 

The Mechanick Arts are induftrioufly cultiva-. 
ted in Japon. They have no Talent tor Inventi- 
on: They have borrow’d every thing from the 
Chinefe, but they carry their Imitations to a won- 
derful Perfeétion, and vaftly outdo their Teach- 
ers. Nothing goes out of their Fingers in the 
leait defective. Their Ingravings, Chafings and 
Gildings are incomparable; and their Paper infi- 
nitely outdoes that of the Chinefe. Their Porce- 
lain is more valued throughout Europe than any 
other, and their Sabres are of a Temper that can- 


not be refifted: the fame may be faid of their 
2 Varnifh ; 
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Varnifh; it is not to be hurt: it is far harder and 
better than that of China and Tonquin; and the 
Faponefe apply it in a manner peculiar to them- 
felves. 

Their Nick-nacks and Curiofities are no lefs 
Proofs of their Capacity for manual Operations. 
Our Author tells us of one of thefe which was 
the Admiration of all Paris about thirty Years a- 
go, and might have ftood in Competition with 
the famous Coloffus of the Sun. It was an Idol, 
at full length, well proportion’d, and every Part 
diftin&ly formed, ftanding in a Nich. The 
whole was hewn out of half a Grain of Rice; 
the other Moiety making a fort of Pedeftal 
on which both the Deity and the Nich were 
placed. 


To be Continued. 





ARTICLE XIX. 


The Fifth Edition of the'Theory of the Earth 
by the Reverend Mr. WiLL1AM WHISTON 
2s lately publifhed, with the Addition of An 
APPENDIX, containing a new Theory of 
the Deluge: Being a plain Abftraét of what 
the Author has faid on this Subject in diffe- 
rent Treatifes. 


HIS Work is a lafting Monument of the 
great Learning and Sagacity of its famous 
Author: And however he may expect a higher 
Degree 
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Degree of the Divine Approbation, on account 
of fome other Writings of a very different Na- 
ture, and for which I know he has far more E- 
f{teem, this is That which in Preference to the reft 
of his Labours will tranfmit his Fame to Pofte- 
rity, and merit the Applaufes of this World. It 
is really a Treafure of the trueft Philofophy and 
moft fublime Aftronomy; and gives us a nobler, 
a jufter, anda more compleat Idea of our Syftem, 
than almoft any other Difcourfe in our Language. 
Whether his Sentiments be right as to the Cata- 
ftrophe’s of the former and the prefent Worlds, or 
whether he has hit upon the genuine Caufe of 
thofe capital Revolutions in the Circumftances of 
this Globe, we can never be abjolutely certain; 
at leaft, till the latter of them arrives. But with- 
out Difpute, as he has fram’d a moft fingular Hy- 
pothefis, he has refleéted on it as much Probabi- 
lity as it is capable of, while it continues to be 
only fuch: And if he has not demonftrated his 
main Affertion, and proved the Courfe of Provi= 

ence to be exactly that which he has defcrib’d ; 
he has, at worft, confiftently fhewn how all the 
Purpofes of it might be accomplifhed in the Me- 
thods he has traced, and by the Inftruments he 
has afligned. 

It would beimpertinent to talk any thing more 
particular of a Book, which has been inthe Hands 
of all the Ingenious for fo many Years; that has 
undergone very critical Examinations; and loft 
nothing of its Reputation, either by Time or the 
Attacks of thofe who were able to have overthrown 
any thing of this Nature that had been ill ground- 
ed. My Bufinefs at prefent is only to give the 
Reader an Account of the Appendix, which is 
now firft annexed to this Treatife, containing, 


4 new Theory of the Deluge: new, indeed, as to 
its 
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its Form and Compofition, but. old, with refpeét 
to the Principles whereon it is founded, and moft 
of the Materials of which it confiils. 

The Author at firft lays down fome Propofiti- 
ons concerning the Nature and Quality, the Mo- 
tions and Orbits of Comets. Thefe are a fort of 
Definitions and Axioms preliminary to the enfu- 
ing Demonftration. The grand Pofition to be 
proved is, ** That the Comet which laft appear- 
“ ed, 4. D. 168%. in its Defcentto the Sun, the 
“* firft Day of the Deluge of Nozh, came very 
“© near to our Earth, and was the Phyfical Caufe 
“ of the fame Deluge.” This appears (as our 
learned Author afferts) from the Evidence follow- 


Ing: 


(1.) © We have fome Teftimonies in Antiqui- 
“ ty, fet down by Hevelius in his Cometograpbia, 
“¢ and it is imply’d in both Plazo’s and Pliny’s Ac- 
** counts, that a Comet did not only appear at 
“* the Time of the Deluge, but had an Influence 
** upon the fame alfo. 

(2.) © The Aftronomical Theory of this Comet, 
“© built upon the moft exaé& Obfervations and Cal- 
** culations that ever were made about them, and 
*¢ ftated from Sir J/aac Newton's wonderful Dif- 
“ coveries, by Dr. Halley, our famous Profeflor 
** of Geometry at Oxford, does now clearly thew, 
*¢ that this very Comet did come by at the 
“¢ "Time here affign’d. Forthe Reader is toknow, 
“ that Sir J/aac Newton and Dr. Halley have late- 
“6 ly difcovered that Comets have their Periods as 
“© fix’d and regular as the Planets, though ufual- 
“* ly much larger; that one of thofe Comets has 
“ return’d three or four Times already, and has 
** its Period about 75 Years; and that another of 
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*¢ them has probably come round twice alfo after 
‘6 a Period of about 129 Years; and, which is 
“© the greateft Difcovery of all, that this laft moft 
“ remarkable Comet has alfo feveral Times been 
“¢ feen already, within the Period of certain Re- 
*¢ cords, I mean in the 44th Year beforethe Chri- 
*¢ ftian Aira: and again 4. D. 531 or 53235 and 
“© yet again, 4. D. 1106. Befides its laft Ap- 
“© pearance 4. D. 168%, whereby we know that it 
“ revolves in about 57s Years, and that by con- 
“ fequence, if we go ftill backward about that 
“© Number of Years, or rather a little farther, 
“ we fhall difcover all the Times when it has 
“ comeround in the ancienter Ages of the World. 
“© Ladd, or rather a little farther backward, for 
“ fince, as Sir //aac Newton well obferves, this 
“¢ Comet goes fo very near to the Sun every Re- 
“¢ yvolution, as to pafs through the Sun’s own 
“¢ Atmofphere, if it have any, it may be a {mall 
«© Matter retarded by it every Period, and by confe- 
“¢ quence its Velocity and Orbit, as alfo its Pe- 
“¢ riods, may have been in general, taking feveral 
* Revolutions together, a fmall Matter diminifh- 
“ ed; when we go backward to remote Ages, 
“© we mutt allow elder Periods to have been fome- 
“ what longer than they are at prefent. In 
“ order therefore to difcover whether this Co- 
“¢ met came into our Regions at the Time af- 
“ fign’d, let us compute the Interval of this Co- 
“ met’s revolving as nice as may be. This Co- 
“ met then, which had its lait Period juft s7¢ 
“ Years, admits we know of fo much Inequali- 
“¢ ty, that its two former Periods one with a- 
“ nother, were but 574% Years, though whether 
“¢ they were fingly equal, or which was the lon- 
“© ger of thofe two Revolutions, we cannot i 
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determine, by reafon of the Want of Accura- 
cy in the Hiftorians, as to the Time of the 
Year when it appeared in the 6th Century. 
Let us therefore keep within this Latitude of 
three Quarters of a Year Difference, attefted 
to by Fact; and fuppofe, as we juftly may, 
that in general thofe Periods have a little dimi- 
nifhed, and fo were fomewhat larger formerly ; 
and fee how nearly this Calculation will bring 
us to the Time affign’d for the Begining of the 
Deluge. ’Tis evident by Dr. Halley’s Compu- 
tation, in his Synopfis of Comets, as well as 
from Sir L/aac Newton’s own Scheme, that this 
Comet crofs’d our annual Orbit, in its Defcent 
Novem. 11. A. D. 1680, a little paft One of 
the Clock in the Afternoon. Before that Time 
then we muft fuppofe at leaft feven Periods 
to have interven’d, and that one with another, 
the former fix Periods were ¢7sz Years, as we 
know the laft was jut 75. Now fix Times 
f7s# with once $75, is 4028; which is ex- 
atly the Number of Years neceffary in this 
Cafe, according to the prefent Hebrew. Nor 
need — make a new Computation for the more 
accurate Account of the ancient Hebrew and 
Samaritan, fince the Difference of the two 
Chronologies is, in a manner, the very fame 
Number of Years [777] with one intire Pe- 
riodical Revolution of this Comet, and fo oc- 
cafions no Difference in the prefent Cafe. So 
that ’tis plain that Comet did defcend into our 
Regions either at, or very near the Time when 
the Flood of Noah began; #7. e. at or very 
near the Time, when it ought to have de- 
fcended in ordet to approach near the Earth. 
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(3.) “ The fame Aftronomical Theory of Co- 
“ mets demonttrates, that the defcending Part 
© of the Orbit of this Comet was in the fame 
“¢ Place where it ought to have been, in order 
* to approach near the Earth, at the Beginning 
“ of the Deluge. For the defcending Part of 
*‘ the Comet’s Orbit cuts the Orbit of the 
«© Earth now in the fecond Degree of Cancer, as 
© Dr. Halley’s Table, and Sir J/aac Newton’s 
*¢ Scheme both fhew; which implies, that when 
“ the neceflary Preceflion of the Equinox of a- 
“ bout 46gr. in 4028 Years is allowed for, we 
‘¢ fhall find that this defcending Orbit was, at 
*¢ the Beginning of the Deluge, about the 17th 
“ Degree of Zaurus, or very near the Place where 
“© the Earth alfo was at the fame Time. And 
“ this Character will agree, though not fo ex- 
“ aétly, with the other Chronology alfo. 

(4.) ** The fame Aftronomical Theory of Co- 
“ mets demonftrates, what is moft of all remark- 
«¢ able, that the Pofition of the defcending Node 
** of this Comet was moft exaétly fuch as was 
“ neceflary to its Approach to the Earth, at the 
“ Beginning of the Deluge. This Node is now 
“in the End of the 2d, or Beginning of the 
°° 3d Degree of Cancer, clofe by the Interfeétion 
“¢ of the Comet’s Trajeétory with the Line of 
“¢ the Earth’s annual Motion, as is plain in Dr. 
6° Halley’s'Tabie, and Sir J/aac Newton’s Scheme, 
€¢ and therefore according to the former Allow- 
“¢ ance of about 46 gr. for the Preceffion of the 
6¢ Equinox, that Place of mutual Interfeétion, 
€¢ which was abfolutely neceflary in order to 
*° bring the Comet very near the Earth, was at 
“¢ the Beginning of the Deluge, about the 17th 
“© Degree of Zaurus, or the very Place where 
“¢ the Earth was at the fame Time. And that 
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the Reader may the better difcern the Neceffi- 
ty and Exactnefs of this wonderful Coinci- 
dence, he muft obferve that the Plains of all 
the known Orbits of the Comets are different 
from that of the Ecliptick ; that, in particular, 
the Plain of the Orbit of this Comet is 


greatly fo; the Angle of Inclination being a- 


bove 6ogr. That therefore there is but one 
Place of Interfection in the entire Orbit of 
this Comet that could render it capable of ap- 
proaching very near the Earth in its Defcent: 
That without this wonderful Coincidence of 
thefe Trajectories, or their exact mutual Inter- 
fections, as here ftated, both the other Agree- 
ments, I mean that of the Comet’s Period, and 
of the Situation of the defending Part of its Or- 
bit would have been to no Purpofe, as to the 
Introduction of a Deluge upon the Earth. He 
muft alfo obferve, that by Dr. Ha/ley’s own 
Calculation, this Interfeétion is ftill fo near the 
true Line of the annual Orbit of the Earth,that 
the Comet this very laft Defcent came, Nov. 
11. about as near to that Line as the Moon it- 
felf, to that Line I mean which the Earth now 
defcribes; which yet feems to be fomewhat 
more remote from the Sun than that which the 
Earth defcribed before the Flood, as will here- 
after appear: He mutt therefore obferve farther, 
that this Interfeétion would be much nearer to 
the Line of the Earth’s Motion, when that 
annual Orbit was leffer, than it is at prefent; 
and that by confequence, the Comet would then 
approach much nearer to the Earth, as within 
fome 10,000 Miles, which as we fee hereafter 
the Pnznomena of the Deluge do require. And 
he ought farther to obferve, that as it was 575 
to one odds againft the Period of the Comet’s 
X 3 “ agreeing 
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agreeing to the right Year of the Deluge; and 
360 to 1 againft the defcending Part’s Pofition 
in the proper Degree of the Ecliptick; fo was 
it above 2000 to 1 odds againft the Comet’s In- 
terfection of the Plane of the Ecliptick, fo 
very near to the Line of the Earth’s Motion, 
as it really does at this Day; and much greater 
odds againft its Interfection of that Plane, as it 
mu{t have done if it came within 10,000 Miles 
ofthe Earth. All which exact Coincidences 
do not only render our prefent Affertion ex- 
tremely probable; it being next to impofhi- 
ble’ that all thefe Circumftances fhould have 
fo exactly agreed by Chance, as they mutt 
have done if there were no relation between 
this Comet and the Deluge of Noab. Which 
way of Reafoning will be ftill ftronger, if we 
confider, 

(y.) “ That tis Comet appears to be exactly 
of a due Magnitude for the Solution of the De- 
luge alfo; as if it were peculiarly fitted for that 
Purpofe. For though the Comets admit of a 
vat Variety, as to their Bignefs, yet will none 
but a very [mall one, and of a particular De- 
gree of Smallnefs too, agree tothe Phenomena 
of the Deluge, as I have fhew’d elfewhere. 
Now by Mr. Flamffeed’s Obfervations ’tis plain, 
that this Comet had its apparent Diameter the 
laft Return about 20” only, when it was as far 
off as theSun, or if we dedud 9” for thatdenfe 
Part of its Atmofphere which always hides the 
Nucleus itfelf, we fhall have that Diameter 
about 11”, whilethe Moon’s would be about 6” 
at the fame Diftance. Now the Cube of 11” 
or 1331, being fix Times the Cube of 6” or 
216, the Comet muft have been about fix Times 
as big as the Moon, os the feventh Part folarge 
66 as 
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““ as the Earth, which is the very Bignefs I have 
“ fhew’d elfewhere the Phenomena of the Dee 
“© luge requir’d. And if we confider, that the 
“ greateft primary Planet Zupiter, is almoft 8000 
“© Times greater than the leaft, Mercury; we 
“¢ fhall find, as before, that ’tis highly improba- 
“ ble, that the particular Bignefs of this Comet, 
“ as fuited fo exactly to the Cale of the Deluge, 
“ fhould yet have no relation to the Deluge not- 
“ withftanding. 

N.B. “ Thefe Circumftances, at leaftall but 
“© the laft, are peculiar to this Comet and its Orbit, 
“* and do not belong to any ofthe reft now known, 
“ which render them much more confiderable in 
“¢ the prefent Cafe.” 


From this furprizing Demonftration our Au- 
thor draws feveral important Corollaries, which 
feem in their Turn to give Force and Strength to 
the Origin from whence they are derived. I fhall 
here adjoin a few that are more curious than or- 
dinary, viz. the four firft, the 11th, jth, and 
16th. 

I, «* Hence we eafily account for the Change 
“¢ of the annual Orbit of the Earth, from Circu- 
“¢ Jar, as it was moft probably before the Deluge, 
“© to Elliptical, as it has certainly been ever fince. 
“ This being the natural Effect of the Attraétion 
“ of the Comer, as it pafled by before the Earth, 
“¢ which muft accelerate its annual Motion, and 
“¢ thereby enlarge its Orbit, and lengthen its pe- 
“© riodical Time. 

If. “ Hence we eafily account for the juft 
“ Quantity of the Enlargement of that annual 
¢¢ Orbit and Period, viz. fo much as the Diffe- 
* rence of the prefent Elliptick Period or Year, 
“¢ is from the Antediluvian circular one; which 
X 4 we 
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‘© is both the exaét Difference of thofe Orbits, 
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and exactly equal to the Moon’s Epaét, or Dif- 
ference of the Solar and Lunar Year with us, 
and is what this Comet about fix times as large 
as the Moon, and approaching within about 
10,000 Miles of the Earth would produce, as 
the Calculation does fhew. 

III. ** Hence alfo we eafily account for the 
Pofition of the prefent Elliptick Orbit of the 
Earth, which as it ought has its Perihelion in, 
or very near that Place where the Comet paf- 
fed by at the Deluge, and changed the Circle 
into an Ellipfis, as the Calculation does fhew. 
And note, that this Character beft agrees to the 
exacter Chronology. 

IV. % Hence alfo we learn the Reafon of the 
Moon’s Continuance with the Earth ever fince 
the Deluge, notwithftanding its Acceleration 
by the Comet, which would naturally have al- 
ter’d its annual Period, and have feparated it 
therefrom: for it appears by the Aftronomical 
Tables, that the Time of the Beginning of the 
Deluge already aflign’d, was about three Days 
and a half paft the New Moon, at which Time 
the Diftance of the Comet from the Moon, 
and its confequent Attraction of the Moon was 
equal to its Diftance from the Earth, and its 
Attraction of the Earth by it, which would 
keep them together afterward, as the Calcula- 
tion does fhew. Nor is the like Coincidence 
wanting in the exacter Chronology. 

XI. “ Hence accordingly weeafily account for 
thofe 40 Days and 4o Nights violent Rain; 
when the Windows or Floodgates of Heaven 
were open'’d at the Deluge, and which afforded 
the main Quantity of Waters at that Time. It 


being evident upon Computation, that the Co- 
“* met’s 
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“© met’s Atmofphere, through which the Earth 
© pafs’d, though at the Diftance of 10,000 Miles, 
“ and which the Earth would carry off with it, 
“¢ would be equal to a Column of Vapours of 
“© about 100,000 Miles in Altitude, and whofe 
*¢ Bafe was a great Circle of the Earth: which 
“ Column, though it were prodigious rare, 
‘“ would yet when condenfing gradually into 
“¢ Rain, and gradually falling down upon the 
“ Earth, afford abundantly enough for this vio- 
“ lent Rain before us. Nor has there ever been 
“ affign’d a different Caufe of thele vaft Rains ar 
“¢ all fufficient for an univerfal Deluge, in any 
“ other Hypothefis whatfoever. 

XII. “* Hence alfo we eafily account for the 
“¢ Beginning of thofe Rains, and of that Deluge, 
“© exactly and only on the Year, Month and Day 
“ affign’d; fince that and only that Year, and 
‘© Month and Day, this Comet did or could ap- 
‘© proach near enough to the Earth to afford it 
‘© Water for this Deluge. I mean this within an 
“© entire Period of ¢7y Years. Nor does it ap- 
“© pear,: that any other ancienter or later Return 
“ of this Comet happened when the Earth was 
“ near the fame Place of its annual Orbit, which 
“ yet is abfolutely neceffary for that Purpofe. 
“© Nor does the Situation of any other known 
“© Comet render its near Approach to the Earth 
“ fo much as poflible. Which Circumftances 
“¢ give us the plaineft phyfical Account of the 
“ exaét Time of the commencing of the De- 
“¢ luge, according to both the facred and profane 
“ Teftimonies thereto relating. 

XVI. “ Hence we eafily account for the Uni- 
“© verfality of this Deluge; that all the Regions 
“ of the Earth, all the high hills under the whole 
“6 heaven were covered, even Ararat itfelf, the ve- 
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“ ry higheft then of them all, and that on which 
“¢ the Ark refted, 15 Cubits deep. It being no 
‘© wonder that the before-mentioned Column of 
“6 Vapours, whofe Bafe was a great Circle of the 
‘¢ Farth, and whofe Altitude was no lefs than a- 
“6 bout 100,000 Miles, fhould afford Water to 
“¢ drown the whole Earth. It being plain by 
“© Computation that fuch a Quantity of Vapour, 
“‘ though it were soo times as rare as Water, 
“© would, when it was turn’d into Water, cover 
“6 the Earth to a much greater Altitude, than 
“¢ that of any Mountain whatfoever.” 





ARTICLE XxX. 


Frienpsuip 1n Dearn: In Twenty 
Letters from the Dead to the Living. Jo 
which are added Letters Moral and En- 
tertaining, #2 Profe and Verfe. In three 
Parts: all by the fame Author. London: 
Printed for 'T. Worral, at the Judge’s 
Head, over-againft St. Dunftan’s Church 
in Fleetftreet. 1736. OGtavo. Pag. 472. 


O Account of this Colleétion has ever been 
N given in thefe Papers: each of the Parts 
appeared at firft feparately in the World, and all 
of them were entertained with the Approbation 
due to their Merit. The Letters entituled Friend- 
{eip in Death ace built on a very pleafing Senti- 
ment, 
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ment, that in my Judgment is not improbable, 
which is, ** That our Friends do not ceafe either 
© to know or to care for our Interefts when they 
“ leave this World, but ftill retaining their Af- 
“ feétion, and having, notwithitanding their 
“¢ imagined Diftance, a minute and intimate Ac- 
< quaintance with al] our Circumftances and Af- 
“ fairs; are follicitous of our Welfare, concern 
“ themfelves in our Conduét, warn us of approach- 
“¢ ing Dangers, fhield us from malevolent Influ- 
“ ences, and fuggeft the propereft Methods of 
“© Efcape, and fometimes give us notice of our 
“¢ approaching Fate.” All the Parts of this No- 
tion are drawn to Perfection in one or other of 
thefe Epiftles. 

At the Clofe of the firft, the fuppofed incor- 
poreal Writer fays, ** Happy Minds in their fu- 
* perior State are ftill concerned for the Welfare 
“© of Mortals, and make a thoufand kind Vifits 
“ to their Friends; to whom, if the Laws of the 
“ immaterial Worlds did not forbid, it would be 
‘© eafy to make themfelves vifible, by the Splen- 
“ dor of their own Vehicles, and the Command 
“ they have on the Powers of material things, 
“© and the Organs of Sight: It often feems a Mi- 
“ racle to us that Men do not perceive us; for 
*¢ we are not abfent from them by Places, but by 
“ the different Conditionsof the States we are in.” 
In the tenth Letter, another Spirit is nade to fay, 
“ In virtuous Minds, when releas’d from their 
“ earthly Prifon, all is gentle and kind, and their 
“* Concern for human Welfare is infinitely more 
“© tender and difinterefted than before.” And a- 
gain, * If Men thought juftly, they would have 
*¢ more Reafon to run from one another than from 
“ us, who have neither Permiffion nor Inclinati- 
** on to injure, but are ready to {creen them ina 
* thoufand 
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“© thoufand Dangers, and to promote their Inte- 
“ reft with the moft generous Concern.” And 
elfewhere, a departed Spirit is reprefented faying, 
*¢ In this exalted State, our Concern for the Hap- 
© pinefs of thofe we have left mutt be all abftra& 
“¢ and generous. ———The full Enjoyment of im- 
“¢ mortal Pleafures gives us the moft kind and be~ 
“ neficent Difpofitions to erring Men, whom 
“© we would fain allure into the Paths that lead to 
“ Felicity: Thofe glimmering Sparks of Good- 
“ nefs and Amity, which in the cold fublunary 
“ Regions are but juft dawning in virtuous Minds, 
“¢ in the warmer celeftial Climates acquire new 
“ Ardour, and burn with eternal Splendor.” 
Thefe Paflages relate to the aforementioned No- 
tion in general: The Scope of almoft every par- 
ticular Letter is an Exemplification of the feveral 
Limitations of it: To quote Inftances would be 
to tran{cribe the far greater Part of them. 

The Letters Moral and Entertaining are on a 
great Variety of Subjects, intermix’d with many 
fine poetical Compofitions: fome of them may 
relate to real Occurrences in Life, all of them a- 
bound with moral Inftruétions, and wife Reflecti- 
ons, for the Improvement of our [ntelleéts, and 
the Direction of our Manners. 

The ingenious Author of them has been long 
reputed one of the Ornaments of her Sex. She 
is the Englifh Sappho: 1 mean for the Sweetnefs 
of her Numbers. She has not only a delicate 
Genius, as the Grecian Lyric, but likewife a di- 
vine Difpofition. Her View in all fhe writes, is 
to recommend and infufe Religion and Virtue: 
and this fhe does in Strains of feraphick Eloquence 
worthy of the glorious Themes. To cite In- 
ftances of this would be endlefs: all her Works, 
and particularly thefe before me, are Proofs of it. 


SA 














